
t 
OSTII NATPB attention at record 

Atlanta, Wiley defends actions; Rep. 
C involvement. Station A see 'coercion'; 

•t. (P. 1) Syndlcators happy. (P. 5) 

VIA CATV 6 TRANSLATORS urged by 
22 mUUon homes could get 5 channels at 

~Ullon capital cost. FCC asked to ease 
aJator cross-ownership and microwave 
• 3) 

IJlll)l:CKNCY' TUT: 'Declaratory 
1 WBAJ (FM) broadcast Indecent words 

albUJD· Lawyers expect appeal. (P. 4) 

l(OTA •DUPLICITY': Pstlllons FCC to 
• 6 non-duplication rules, asserting 

tona bav• gone for naught' because of 
to 11111port consensus. (P. 5) 

lllAMDfl networks' 1974 movte 
cloH to calling hearing on practices 
• I pay cable, Wetaberg cites 15 more 

nteworlm thwart FCC. (P. 8) 

ML• I ZNCOMI are 'best In our 
network, owned stations, Radio Div. 

er-es, with largest contribution from 
rk, (P. 8) 

Consumer Electronics 

COL()Jl IL'UMP DBIPINJ:D 
sales to dealers annual In Jan., only 400,000 
lion In line With 's I rate 5. 8 mUllon. Produc
lrom Dec. (P. at es, so Inventories are unchanged 

~1!n~~y ~~ PHONo production, will close Decatur 
year' out of compact & com I 

!ems as well as portables. (P. 9) ponen sys-

110-DAY WIJIMNTJJ:a 
11 on color official as zenith 

con rms policy' but set makers say lh;y'll need 
price Increases on new sets, loo. (P. 9) 

~!!~:?ng~~ PbooRICl1 INCUA.1119 collapse, Sylvania 
" s after RCA wipes out scheduled 

hikes because of competition. (P. lO) 

JAPAN•& COLOll DPOllTB to U. s. slipped 8. 5% 
last year, still topped million. B&w off 11. 6% to 
10-year low. (P. 11) 

BOWMAll l'ILII BANXll'UPTCY petition as creditors 
balk; Pres. White quits. Rockwell, National Semi
conductor shake up calculator staffs. (P. 12) 

NIW WATCH DIIPLAY overcomes drawbacks of 
LED & LCD, some Industry experts believe. Elec
trochromlc displays require less power, provide 
high contrast. (P. 12) 

Jjllll,Y•VISWING OBTI NATPE ATTENTION: Relegating prime-time access rule to minor 
roll-after lt had dominated last 2 NATPE conventions-record number of registrants at last 
IINk'■ conference in Atlanta's Hyatt Regency promoted family-viewing concept (Vol. 15:6 p2) 

plml topic, They had FCC Chmn. Richard Wiley as keynote speaker to defend his "jaw-
" of networks 6 NAB TV Code and they heard Rep. Clarence Brown (R-0.) criticize Com

'• inYolvement in self-regulatory process. 

Alfo pgHnt were 3 TV network presidents to say they had not been "coerced" by Wiley. 
PflDll, ataUon gen. IIJIH, charged there had been coercion. Strongest criticsm of 
at IIINtial of independent stations where Code proposal to reserve 7-9 p. m. nightly 
~ WU attacked. ''Is there anybody in this room against what the NAB is 

• Ill ,oinl to 1'1 down and die?" uked one independent operator. Echoed another, 
''Tlda la cenaorahip u clear u anything is censorship •• , Maybe we all 

Also 
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SW WATCH DISPLAY: Are electro h ' 'Iii 
If 8 the answer? Some dlaplay sc,.~1~°'1>1,1',. 
plllY technique overcomes drawback• 1 Sia i,.1 
new douts: Light-emitting diodes are i~ dtgh-i "it ' 
rea e switch must be pushed to turn •onv,.1 
becau~ed maneuver. Liquid-crystal di°" dt"ll1"' 
~o read without direct exterior or 8Play1 ~-, 

rtor Ulumlnatlon. Pot,,, 1 lnte , 
Electrochromic displays uae metallt 
h change to dark color when vo1tag c 

'If~~ changed, they retain color unu1 v~i:• 
On aed. Displays use convent1ona1 7 _8 1, '• 
ver ement, require less power than L~"'"t "· 
ranabe read In ... little light as convenu s Or 1.i:n. !:C.., are driven by standard e lectr;"•I dtij , 
and are considered cost-competitive. Th~ W,t<h 

ade In virtually any color, stanct out Cl Y •an1i :arp contrasting background . ea,1,, 

Conaidered leader In field, Amertc 
which holds several patents, has licens.':;' i.tlana 
watchmaker Eubaches to use displays In e ,, 
program. Relatively slow response time "P•l'i~ ,, 
l:C use in calculators. Pr0c111!lo, 

Tl'N8Ul'Y flnallsed order issued last A 
eluding Sony from 1971 finding that Jall"-nea~TVl!l. 
were belng dumped ln U. s. (\Toi. 14:23 Pll) 
Sony hasn't been subject to any dumping duties IVbii. 
p.-t anyway, exclusion frees company or need ~ 
mlt home-market manufacturing &. sates rl!l:ori 
Cuatoms uses to insure imported sets are lai 1 
prlced, Meanwhile, we've learnect Treasury~ J 
alderlng adopting more restrictive policy on ~ 'lt · 
able expenses exporters may deduct lrorn home. · 
market wholesale prices when comparing the111 • 
export-to-U, S, pricing In dumping cases. Du 111 

duttes are levied on difference between e,q,cri ~l 
adlueted home prices. 

1oa7 wW particlpate directly ln Canadian 
for flrat time lf govt. approves creation of join~ al•• venture with General Distributors. GO cur. 
NDUJ has exclusive Cana di:'" distribution rigbt, 
for Sony consumer electronics. Move is Part 01 , 
eftort to increase control over marketing. In t 1 
loay llu replaced most independent reps with la~ 
aalumen over last 2 years, this year added cas,.r; 
nool'der■ to llne under contract which calls for 
P1IUlnr oat Superscope as exclusive U. s. distnllrtc, 
ol loaJ audlo tape products. 

Yllllo HUIClll March 4 at ITA annual seminar 
t..e la Tllc1on will feature MCA Disco•V-UJr& 

PNe. lolla 1hldlater and Bell & Howell Vp Rober, 
~h. Some 52 workshops wlll cover Industrial 

111111&0 6 '9ldeo equipment and productioo 
• Oaeat apeaker■ include Jerald terllols. 

41, lqtnta Knauer, Joyce Brothen, ••'11:. ... Robert Plerpolnt, Henny YounglDIL 

•re were '12, 195 NrYlct 
tend of iulJIII, 
. Inc. ~llllt r,-n•,_ 

la 19'4. 
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f WEEK'S NEWS VOL. 15, NO. 1l 

dcosl 
~ I)()UBTS ASSURANCES on sex & vio-

p0N.u,D ks says broadcasters have 'one 
~ {rotll ne~~·~~t 's' the bottom line. I Wi~ey defends 
.e ti\'a11on a.n Congress. House Communications 
~ ,,part to mbers tell FCC they want more 
,~,on1n1itl•• m\ to poll members. (P. 1) 
,,., 55 attemP 
,pernie ' QES IN NAB_BOARD structure recom
Jj.4JOR CII.U:Laws Committee. Rad10 at-large dirs. 
.,ended bY s;inated, Board reduced from 30 _to 25, 
,,uld be ell Id Jose Board & Exec. Committee 

' ·I chntfl, wou 
pa, (P. 2) 
,ot•• ICED ON CATV STANCE by Macdonald; 
()TP!CNOC. 0 Eger Congress won't accept relaxa
!lt & fre)" ~ arsiphoning rules. Wirth wants CPB 
ti0!1 ol sp~:n~lions altered, hurried u_p. Eger says 
soard no !allowing Jan. brush with death. (P. 4) 
OTP stronger 

ROUP W EARNINGS make strong contribu
NBC • G nt companies. Last year, NBC contributed 
noD (f p•~~A's net. Group W netted $38 million 
ll. ' 01 1- ghouse total was $28 million. (P. 4) 
.-biI• wes in 

FILLS CONVENTION AGENDA with addition 
!ICTA Byrd Hathaway. Wiley, Lovett, Foster, 
ofSe~'j ans ,;,,yor among other speakers. Registra
~ew ' 2'0"- exhibit space down. (P. 5) w,nup C', 

Consumer Electronics /;;. 

NEW COLOR TV X -
Quasar To h"b _-RAY alarm sound db 
11 600 '. _s 1 _a, involves 19 200 e Y. Panasonic , 

, . in distributor, deal ' sets, with about 
Canadian producers meet :r & consumer hands, 
GLIMMER OF HOPE th th govt. March 20. (P. 7) 
dealers has bottomed at slump in color sales to 
Feb. totals lrom EIA o~ seen i_n easing ol decllne in 
halted inventory buUci ro(duchon cutback in month 

up. P. 8) 
NEW LINE UNVEILINGS b . 
moved up to avoid conflict Y ~ost ma1or TV producers 
tronics Show opening I v.1.th_ early Consumer Elec-

. nnovahons expected. (P. 8) 
CORNING QUITTING BC.W 
Will phase out both color & ~~lb production in U.S., 
will leave U.S. with 2 b&w w m Canada. Move 
no domestic source lo tub sup! pilers, Canada with 

r egass. (P.10) 
MOSTEK DROPS CORVUS . . 
grated calculator produce/:"e, bec_ommg first inte-

says 1974 loss \1111 exceed $~oq:~~:~~~- (!~~~t 
RCA INCREASED COLOR TV market share last ear 
though Consumer Electronics operated at break-y 
even-to_-loss level. Sylvania paying $43 million !or 
Philco inventories & brand right. EM:r to liquidate 
Italian TV-radio subsidiary . (P. ll) 

MACDONALD HITS NETWORK M<?T!Y_ES: F_C_C relying on networks' assurances they'll attempt 
self-regulation on sex & v10lence ~s 'hke wntrng a letter to Santa Claus," Rep. Macdonald (D
Mass.) told FCC Chmn. Wiley during House Communications Subcommittee "overview" hearing 
011 FCC. Noting "underlying discontent" with FCC report to Congress on TV sex & violence, 
Macdonald stated: ''I must say that the [broadcast] industry, as far as I'm concerned ... has one 
motivation and that's the bottom line ... They don't care what they put on that screen as long as 
the Nielsen ratings show it attracts a vast American audience to watch." 

Though Macdonald congratulated Wiley & fellow commissioners on killing "topless radio" 
and on steps on children's TV (Vol. 14:40 pl), he said counting on networks' "good faith & rea
sonableness" is like "whistling Dixie ... The programming gets worse all the time. All you see 
is a new way to kill somebody, a car going off the road, .. There's blood all over the place ... The 
violence, I think, is much worse than the obscenity." He singled out ABC's S. W. A. T. as par
ticularly offensive. Macdonald was joined by Rep. Carner (D-O. ), who told Wiley: "The networks 
may be giving assurances but the product doesn't show it. .. lf the industry doesn't begin showing 

discretion, they're going to get it in the neck." 

dalapded report, saying it "goes as far as the Commission c_an go _under current l~w ... 
a-11ut Amendmn and we do have a 'no censorship' proV1s1on m the FCC A~t. 

to IRlbmlt lor comment its own bill. Replied Macdonald: ''I would tlnnk. 



IO rflfVISION DIGEST dro11pl.ng all b&.-w_ 
~w· C<,rnilll Ill 8 t,eg\lD phllS<t 

coftMNG Qurrll n In N. ,\nlertca, ~rn!ng said 
T\. wlb prod~~~1p11t 1n cana~~

188 
,n France, 

out of c<,l~~ a!f ct l;L11{ t.,ulb actlv 
mo won " Tat.,.an. hase-
Kore • Mex.tco ed st.art of year-l~n~P b&W 

Cornl118 announc Mich., Its laBt • d. conunue 
I '-·'bs at Albion, oducuon waul ~~coout o .,.,.. lor g1ass pr maxss It u,-

rac11lty, said coy said demand dros S tndtcated 
th re. Compan uce b&.,. t,ulbs In do,,;.~ trom 900 
nomtcal to prod ldorce ot 300, nllli decision 
,:urrent Alblo~!°:red further. C~nols as onlY 
peaK, ,nay bet r (ila&S & Owellli-
1.:aves Lancu e h e 
b&w blllb suw11ers er • !ant will leave 

M koka, Ont, p TV bulb&, 
Shutdc:;~~~ d:mestlc ,our~eJ.?,: was reJated 

;;::::n:n ther~ ~~!s~l~~;al llldustrr~~Sl 
to Westl~'.?"steatyear end, CornlnllgypLapnroduced 
w,w tube p ... n v l,ulbli annua • ·ust 

capag:;J' I~~ :;;~l~~~ 000 ::~c~:~. an~o:~~:~1~ 
; 000 this year, ~=~f ~port market, wh1~: 

dectslun u; total 
000 

bulbli In 1973, 220,000 
accuunted tor 365, al capacity, 155 were em-
1974. When opera~rntng said closing would take 
ployed at Mufikoka • 
12 to 20 months, 

• • ill console TV cabinet 
01 will close_ Rocldord~tside sources, which It 

plant by Sept., sw1tch~~r~ eff1ctently ..• l)'lv1111& re
says can meet ~• oductlon workers idle since 
called 175 color T .:{ r last 3 weeks, •• Ht.tachl 
Dec., at Batavia pl 1 c;::k .schedules at color plant.s 
will return to norma w t 4 months, they've been 
at end ot month. For pas th Shutdowns have helped 
closed 4 extra days 3

3 ':'~tbs' supply to normal 1. 5 
trim lnvento~ subsidiary of Globe-Union, 
months •. • C • . plant & Lafayette, Ind. 
will cl.otle Milwaukee ceramic In this 
thick-film circuit plant tor month, begiM ringlg 

k About 350 workers are affected, b ng 
wee . wide layoff to 1 450-24'1 of total employ-
~e':irianagement e~ts order ilump to bottom 
out I~ April. .• h!rcblld Camera closed Shlprock, 
H M semiconductor uaembly plant that wu occu
pl~d ior week beginning Feb. 24 by Indian militants 
becau,e tt "couldn't be rea1onably assured that 
tuture dl.8raptlons wouldn't occur." Built 1n 1969 on 
Navajo reservation, plant employed 500 in Feb., 
down from 1,000 last year. Additional layoff of 150 
triggered tu.eover •.. lpnpe 1aya it's planning job 
cut.s of undlacloaed alze at all 20 plant.I. It employs 
7,500. 

TV pme may be National Semiconductor'• next 
major conaumer product. Novua Div. apokeaman 
aaid teat marketi,w may bectn thia year, price de· 
pendent on whether company decide• to develop ape
cJaJ IC• or ua dJscrete component•. Nov111 ahowed 
prototype at recent New York Toy Show of llllUe 
similar to Ma,navox Ody8Ny, but not requtrtnr 
acreen orerlqa, Firm entered to, market earlier 
W• ,.., wWI ,,-ela11y packlpd calculator 6 pme ........ 

Calculator imports nearly doubled last year 
7 .15 million, while value rose 28. 7 to $248. 9 
Uon, Commerce Dept. reports. Leading ppl 
wu Japan with 3. 6 million units, up 52.4 , foll 
by Mexico with 1.9 million, up 210.5%. Biggeat 
growth wu from Malaysia, which upplled 714, 
unlta, up from 21,000 In 1973. Imports from H 
Kong jumped 96, 7% to 281,000, while Canadlall 
menus allpped 15,8%to 255,000. U.K. aupplllft 
110,000, up from 11,000 ln 1973. 

Culo wW. qu1t desk-top calcu 
Canada under t rms of agr em 
label supplier to anadlan Phlli 
would lntroduc next month a 
'300-'400 rang plu doz n ha 
from tH $230, from auo 



11 - TELEVISION DIGEST 

Trade Person~ 
Ar,in c,,nsumer GrouP ;\'~ 

John Sohn ei!:i~~t Sony from seru:!t/ ;~~ charl'.;e 
Shiro Yamada~~ color tube plant cceedini J' 
dir: heading color eet ~ tube plants, f' Ara.kl, ex-
of san Diego tu Japan ... MlnO rodu<I de -
Kodera. ~.-ho r~r~~Jor Electronlc:s as :X-WebcOT1-
York R,.1d10, Jo • i·ne Hy Te11ler, p 1&uc
s igntr tor Em~;s~:c:ro~~5 nattonal sale& \' ' 
named C.a.rneg • 1 resigned, 
ceed1ng Robert Nob e. ~ elected ,1ce 

Magnavc:.I(. pres., Ro Thiel• 
Robert Platt, •-'1~trles (cement)... y k & 

h ol Lone star ',"-VUS o;v. cloc 
c m:d .. ttonal Sem.lcondllctor · ;med calculator & =• operatlorui d r.; J~ Obot rolved In marketing 
clock mJrtg. mgr. Beth we~~t wanufacturers for 
components to consum;.f~uckm&ll, ex-pres. of 
parent compa.n;. Mic ed ·ovus tov &: game 
~lag1c \'Ulage tov stor;~1:'~ole;,,.. shifts 1rom 
product mJ<tg, mgr., tral region sales mgr. 
~miconductor Ihv. west-cen 

ntral state"' sales mgr. nal 
to ce - ced lrom RockWeU lnternatlo 

John Htnrt advan co senior vp-corporate 
corporate de,·elopme~-P Booth resigned ... Robert 
stalls, succeeding W iJ! . ~cd Sharp [ndus
Arn,teln, ex-Com~ter ,!:gn;oducts lllj;r .•. Rlch
maJ Equipment Di •• s~tlco: mktg, " sales dir .: 
ard Hyman resigns ast t epre.s succeeds him on 
Jack WaUlni!On, ass . o ., 
acting basis. 

a-,...rt Meana named domesllc sales '1' of new 
...,.,. d I realignment of RCA Picture Tube Div., create n 0th 

Electronic Components (Vol. IS:IO P12 '· , _e~lllam 
appointments: CharlH Thlerlelder, mfl{. 1', Ro 
Hartzell internativna.l Jperations vp~ Stanley ••· 
berry finance ,-p; Cllfford Lane, tech°;1'"'1 planning 
vp ~wr,nce Kameen. industrial relatioru; vp; 
ao'bert ~. dc,~esuc mkt. plarullng dir.; AJ;nold 
~rham, ne..-s & information mgr ••. Edward Nemeth 
promoted to FUU1e, plant engrneenng & antenna 
destgn & development ,-p .•. Robert Jablona.ld, Huff
man Electromcs Consumer Prc,ducts operation vp-
gen. mgr., adds duties as gen. mgr. of antenna
making ,uhsld1ary Lance Industries in consolidation 
or 2 units; Yilton Mann. ex-Lance pres., named 
lndustnal Products Div. vp. 

Ru111ell DuBolll, onetime Omron S,stems pres., 
named \'aradyne pres., succeeding Leonard llcbenkel, 
resigned; Edfar Greenebaum Jr. elected chmn •.. 
Robert Sldlll!lr resigns as Fairchild domestic semi
conductor sales dir. to Join lntersll as sales ''P- •• 
John ~. ex-Beckman Instruments ltquld-crystal 
displays product mktg. mgr., Joins American ~licro
systems as display systems lllKtg. mgr.. Lyle 
Pittrotf succeeds Dunn at Beckman .•• John 11.ilton, 
ex- lonsanto Electronics Div., named Plessey Pack
q,.ng mktg. dJr. 

lo1f Baberecbt, ex-N. Te.us emlconductor 
operations mgr •• named Semiconductor Group mgr 
reporting to Chang; lchrard BUI named lntematlo~ 
aemicooductor trade operatlona ..... r , ___ ,.._ 
of Jobe with Rmaa14 - ... • • "' --•• ,_.,,_._ llltalde, now u. s. conaumer .---.. mrr · .,_ -11 Lu mrr ...;.. .._ - , Central Rneareb 

u corporate dnelopmait 

Financial Reports of THlectrooics 
• .. n -4 • •1 "' •tt• 

1;;,11:"' ... , ... lNfldl•~•Hfll ... Ul•t "•-.ts, 
.. • an ,.,rt.-.u1 Nitti In, 

lnnus 

1 27 0 Ci2,000 
•:;<,!32.000; 

58,980,000 
52 .661,000 

15 .86:l ,038 
If ,&.07.J76 
8.'185,3!)3 
7,181,312 

151 ,Z00,000 
"9.000.000 

C .7()() ,000 
35,900,000 

782 3.3 
'188. ·-
372.&5.S 
5:1' ,460 

~ asa~,s. b,Vter special charge 1.~fO 1 rive;,· ry fil. 
11.atton. d.\'"u,. sped al 1 :.l!IGS. 'l!!:cl~ s;,ec11J ':rl!d.. 
191- lngs srn. co tin r.g •pe•atioo, o~stote1. 

ngr. & asst. ,-p; Alfred Stein promoted from ,a 
small s4,tal device., mgr. to asst. ,-p & Electraok 
Devices Div. mgr ... Herbert Brunn , RCA ..-p
sumer affairs, appears at CBBB forum Oil FTC 
Warranty Act larch 21, Washington HUtor, , ---

Magnavox Is transferring purcha ing actmties 
of Con ;imer Electronics Group from Ft \\a: 
COijl. hq to Greenville, Tenn .• "here pl.i:: an 
located, in what may be prelud to eve al i: 
of Ft. Wayn omce. Spokesman said 
completed Ibis month, is 'de :!lied Im 
logistic posture ••• decre and 

tonal Hec:tivene :· n's no 
im·olves any reducllo in empl 

Watnr of UBr tuner NlH 
to Q&uv, allowtnc u f 10" H 
for eeta to be made Jul 
tuners meet Comm! 
bal1nee are ac:cu r t 
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,_ • ....nN-CAREFUL GROWTH: Con-
1/ C(Jll'!5• .. - are themes, but cautious op
JIC'~ ii5JII 6 reaJtsm pay cable, satellites, etc. 
;.ti' r•,oalns ro':u.ers' topics. Attendance predic-
1~01 key spel exhibitors way down. (P. 1) 
.,..-...;, slight Y, 
tfll'(llfffl o()(I) IN VEGAS: Family \'lewtng 

.P!1:,Y ear ,val\'er for shows under contract. 
,-,it,rllh 2·Yski 5 broadcasting in speech. NAD 
~ 111,ot forrl ucc~ss!ul convention in years (P. 2). 
,.-·p-s 111ost ~s (P. 6). Wasilewski hits govt. ln
-is.,00,.ne•) Few sparks at FCC panel. (P. 7) 
t1I (P 6. 
._,,- . I cooPERATION theme of smaller
~..cAIL dual carriage seen easing friction . 
•. _.,. si,tiOPB• among hottest topics. (P. 4) ..,::..,c news 
oreu- 01 rtJTVRJ:: 'Family viewing' boils 
ff~use each other o! money motivation, .,,..u,t, ace dictation. Program outlook: Emo-
ioM,~: realism. (P. 5) 

.-I 8AD AT NAB: Trame & sales very 
-~ they .ron't host suites at future con
'P'! nu,st)le.-assn, formed this week. (P. 5) 

_., IIC1,'IJIDON' OP BLACKS by broadcasttiAff 111J11T91tlon speech by Jackson; calls for 
:.:.• of TV, (P. 6) 

-~ JIIWl(JATHIIUNO gear steals spot
lll'i~ NAB equipment exhibits, but this time 
_., Nil t,uylng. Seif-adjusting studio cameras, =«ID production VTRs also highlighted. (P. 8) 

Consumer Electronic:s 

LATE-MARCH BAO 1 -
manufacturers• grow!;~ot~ s~les !alls to dispel 
us,• says Zenith's Nevttl p 1 m1sm. 'Worst is behind 
(P. 11) • P anntng production increase. 

TARGET DATE It PRICE for . 
be met, says North A . videodisc player will 
to skepticism But Z merican Philips, responding 
sees llltle saies actiVi.";',/t: cralls $500 tag 'optimistic,' 

. e ore 1978. (P. 12) 
CALCULATOR CIUBlB 
U. S, producers as adv !~ms for vertically integrated 
biers Valu • an age shifts to Orient assem
also ~uestio:e~'. u(~~;won In electronic watches 

JAPAN'S FEB. audio exports to U. S joined TV in 
slide from le\'e]s of same month last year. Unit 
;~_m(~.s ~!) radios, phonos & recorders down 361:-

DEALERS HIT WARRANTY cutbacks on TV al NARDA 
convention. Spirits llfted by signs of sales improve
ment, but manufacturers are still more optimistic 
than retailers. (P. 14) 

OACOIIVllfflON-CADl'tJL GROWTH: Conservatism & realism, again, are true themes 
,aA convention in New Orleans, as cable industry continues to recover steadily from rag
• of several years ago-produced by mindless expansion. Yet, even as cablemen shy 

llf ,lty, they have cautious hopes for extras such as pay cable, applauding UA-Cable
•.-iuncement of plans to build earth stations for satellite feeds of HBO programs to its 
IJIIIIII Inna., Ark., Tex., Ariz., Cal. & Wash. -starting Oct. in Fla. (seep. 4). 

iliar, there'll be more sophistication than ever in discussions: 
"-!~~~r--~=~-r:nan~:-::c'.T:n.g, pole attachments, rates, non-duplication, re-regula

more professional technical agenda. 

ormer, FCC Cllmn. Wiley, still hadn't finished speech late April 11. How-
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~ SLLITEB LIFT NCTA: Prospects e,c-

r,/ 6 SA~ therwise subdued convention, in 
,;.'l a,blemen i:" 0 copyright, regulation, politics, 
,ll'~stress'"ge down, hopes up. (P. 1) 
•"' ,'.ttendanc 
pl~• SJ,RTII BLUE SKY: Pay-cable spotllghted-
_...i/,f()· ssed. Other reports: Allentown, L.A., 
t11"1jites stre cola Atlanta, San Angelo. Weis-
~:.,buS, P;.";~ (ii~ rules. (P. 2) 
• ttac~S 
1)111[' t191VS TO CABLE, Wiley tells NCTA 
fCC J!!Si'O listing year's accon;Plishments. Lovett 
~,.oan In ·on •decent grades (P. 3). Foster 
, comm1SSI 4) 
~,e, 1, unity, (P. 
t:Jf"' CAUCUSING: Aid from Ringer & Baker. 
l)?PYJU~!~ ya]ent!. Argument among Wiley, Ford, 
l~chUdhJlUSe, Foster, Lovett. et al. (P. 5) 

Ill"'· FROM THE TOP': Rifkin says finan
'!f:/A ,vJSW s help cable mature. Eger glad 'blue 
'.Ji dlf!icultlde Hathaway sees 'breathing room' 

• IS behin • ) 
111 congress. (P. 6 
'Mil' FINAL RESULTS: 15-4 vote approves docu
ctAC'S to FCC shortly. Covers cable-compatible 
.art. goi~hJlnnel planning, rules covering types of 
r,ceirer, tc Head & Bartlett disturbed. (P. 7) 
,er,1ces, e • 

PIJJRS' stJMMARY: Most cable equipment 
ltl' pfmtstic for long term, but action at con-
:::: !as~'t heavy. Prices cut. (P. 8) 

;:: 8HAREHOLDl!l!IS REJE 
utio~~:~~ responsibility., ~~::sal~tion aimed at 
sale & lnate annual meettn _P0hcy & AIM resol-

s earnings up, (P. 9) g. First quarter 1975 

Consumer Elect . ron1cs 

HOME VIDEOCASSETT 
$ 760 for deck' $1 500 [E recorder ollered by Sony at 
month; u. s. sale~ exp::t~v. console in Japan next 
MAR 1n !alt. (P 11) 

CH COLOR SALES . 
up from 5. 7 million in Fat 6. 2-m~lion annual rate, 
of month. Inventor l tb., despite letdown at end 
concern (P. 12i Fir~/ in black-&-white creates 
Cp quarter at-a-glance (P 15) 

SC DELAYS release r , . . . 
data until May 1 to per:•t tconlldenttal • TV accident 
Sharp plans recall ol 15~" ime for court challenges. 
X-radiation potential. (P. ~~r portables to correct 

COLOR TV MAKERS• I' 
quarter. Warwick pr~ its off sharply in opening 
RCA S 1 . ' Curtis Mathes show losses· 

' y vama & Zenith blame TV business. (P. 15) 

QUASAR VALUE DISPUTE between Motorola & Mat 
~t"sh;;a: M?torola says renegotiation lowered price -
I w1 receive for assets of TV business. (P. 15) 

ELECTRONIC WATCH sales will hit 25 million 1n 
U.S. by 1_980, 50 million worldwide, according to 
Hughes A1rcralt projections. Averai,;e retail price 
seen dropping from $150 to $40 by 1980. (P. 15) 

PAYfV 6 SATELLITES LIFT CONYENTION: NCTA's annual meeting in New Orleans could 
,ell be noted, in later years, as pomt_ when p~y-cable got off ground, literally, as entrepreneurs 
rommitted themselves to use of satelhtes. It s reminiscent of 1960 when industry moved from 
;unut phase, convening in Miami's Fontainebleau (Old Vol. 15:25 p2). 

History may prove pay-cable -satellite combination mere flash-in-the-sky, but nobody 
ilixight so in New Orleans last week. Pay-cable sessions, even those at 8 a. m., were SRO (for 
lttails seep, 2). 

tt was fairly subdued meeting otherwise, but with long-term optimism often expressed. At
l!llllance was way down-3,482 vs. 4,398 year ago (adjusted from 4,883 reported then, Vol. 14:17 
~), &,240 in 1973, 4,950 in 1972. Copyright was next major topic (p. 5), with sports, "exces-
11eregulalion," politics (p. 6), equipment (p. 8), sales (p. 8) strong issues-along with custom-
117panels on marketing, operations, etc, FCC Chmn. Wiley insisted Commission is "respon
lilt"(p. 3), out-going Pres. Foster called for unity (p. 4), as did other major speakers (p, 6). 



1• TIUYl5'0N DIGIST 

• True ~a.BU tt Jf tape ecf)O -
VJDaoTAPS SCIOJC)lff~ ,ea required ,,.,r pea 

Vid<'< rtt a Sany Betam2'1 laee 
ph lime T carnpu:,.:,;;rtal•IMfltullcnal•COII· 
p. 111 1111 other leadlnll ol tape ...ug,, . e 've 
■ mer t,,'TR s,.UtJUII ,n '~m:, macneUc tape re• 
c mpu eel number Qf oq. . buecl on maautac· 
quired f r """r'• pl&JIRI lime. 

turer1 1 •ptca. -aorae ol ti.em tenta· 
ficure• are approxlmatelderatlon type lo thlclc· 

tsn-and don't tau Into conal cllmdde tape coeta 
nea of tape required_ l~=ru~• tend to coet more 
more tllan Iron oxide, .ia 11JSIW1119 In order ol In• 
ttian lh1cur). Table II 
c reaalng tape uaage. 

Sony Beta-..: 
•BASF LVR · • • · · · 
V-Cord . · · • · · · · 
CarlrlYlalon ..•. • 

•Amer. Vldeone!ICI. 
•RCA MagTape · · · · 
Akal ...... •••· 
Phlllpa•VCR .. · · · 
U-Mallc , .• · • · · • 
EIA•J Type I. , • • · 

1. 57 
120 

3. 75 
3. 8 
2.88 
3 

10 
5. 6 
3. 75 
7.5 

~lopmental; data nol final. 

TIPII 
Wldtll 

1/2" 
1/4" 
1/2" 
1/2" 
3/4" 
3/4" 
1/4" 
1/2" 
3/4" 
1/2" 

lq. ft./ 
boar 

20.6 
26.8 
46.9 
47.5 
54.0 
56.2 
82.5 
70,0 
70.3 
93.8 

.laero e--,tloa <"Ut of so% from 1972 level 
for new TV Nia by l980 la goal tentatively set for 
lnduatry by National !kireau of Standards, Target 
•as proposed by NBS at meeting last w,eek •Ith Indus
try I, £IA repreaentatlvea. Industry Is being given 2 
•eeka to comment on plan, which calls for develop
ment of lndustry-•lde energy factor by dividing TV 
acreen olze by •attage after adjusting for production 
mu. NBS spokesman said agency •ould be prepared 
lo amend formula In reaponse to changes In manu
fllcturtn, technology. 

adtoaN-al.Nd portable U-Matlc player was an
nounced by Sony for U. 8. lndustrial-lnatltutlonal 
market MZI fall. Portable play• 20-mln. 3/4-ln. 
cuaettaa, preaumably Is designed to compete with 
aalHmen'• carry-alon1 film cartridge projectors. 
Hew model la playback-only version of portable re
corder, widely uaed by TV networka for electronic 
nn,aptherlng. 

AaU-tur trade bandwa1on bu attained over
whelm1n, momentum at lltata level, even u Co111res1 
prapara■ nationwide coup de &race. At laet week'■ 
end, repeal bWa awaited governor's signature In 
H. Y, Ii Conn., had paued at IHat one hou■e of H.J. 
6 W. lep1lature1. Repeal allo appear, likely In 
Cal, .Re.tuua, tftlld, Md. 8- al Deleptu re
Jeeted NlpNler. 

Marsen • acq,daltiona : 's ·• c., 
l<etinll sabstdl.ary baS acquired lllln, 'lf Weg::a 
privately beld n · " apphance Pl'Oducer Prtee 
dl5cl09ed, Wega, w hlcb employs about 1,200 a,,,j 
~ estt=ted sales " f 52 million, W'IIJ 
der current management , but "'-'Y bet-'>10e P">dl,c • 
of SoaY-bnnd prodccl5.,, llta.ncor Product, G~ tr 
Esst!Jl International bas sold TV r eplacement Pan ' 
l)uSlnee• ,. Inventory to Tborcbr110:t-Meiss er Ts 

hlch supplied s ome of Stancor line, also get; 1 2tc 
;1strlbutors who handle Stancor defl ection coin;,,;,, 
ents 1, cootrols,, • Sun International bas acqtllr.,j 
Clnel2nd Electronics , manufacture r or on1 "P<alt 
en and TV camera deflection C')mponenta, Price • 
undisclosed ••• Dtctapboae called ,iff buying St""1doot 
because u couldn't borrow needed $40 mlll t:.:, on 
satl8factory terms .•• Allen-Bradley sold ca ll'ol 'lf 
MOS Technology back to company•• founders, Ba1l! 
products didn't complement A-8 line as bad ~ 
boped. 

"Worat 1a c,yer," RCA Staff Vp & Chief Ee 
Robert Eggert told American Mktg. Asan. (Al,~ 
conference In Chicago last week. Eggert, Wbo also 
Is AM.A pres., forecast recession Would bottom out 
In 2nd quarter, with gradual Improvement sta rt; 
3rd quarter and picking up momentum In 4th. Tllg Ill 
,. velocity of recovery hinges on consumer spe~ 
he said, noting Americans have been savtng at high • 
rates since World War n. Wtien confidence returnsest 
be predicted that savings plus tax refunds & rebates' 
will trigger strong recovery. He urged these stepS 
to help improve marketing and the economy: 11 l Tax 
Incentives for technical, marketing & econoouc re. 
search. (2) Find ways other than recession to CUrb 
inflation. (3) Use profit motive rather than govt 
regulations to improve marketing practices . (4)' uu. 
llze modern communications techniques to avoid ex
cessive Inventories. (5) Better cooperation between 
business & govt. 

Jllih-reaolution color tube was demonstrated by 
Panasonic at recent IEEE show in N, Y. Company 
claims twice the resolution of standard shadow-lllask 
tube for new series. Phosphor dots have been in
creased fivefold by reducing space between shadow. 
muk holes to 0, 012 in,, less than half that or con
ventional tubes. Tube Is negative-matrix type, with 
ph011phor dots produced by direct-exposure method. 
Suggested applications: Closed-circuit TV, computer 
display tarmlnals, TV broadcast monitor, "high
grade TV system of the future." Tube is available 
In 4, 5V", 13V", 15V", 19V" & 20V" sizes. 

Italy will ohooll1 PAL color, but colorcastlng 
may not start for some time. Post Office has rec
ommended German system over French SECAM, 
choice expected to be raillled by Budget Ministry
but Deputy Prime Minister Ugo La Malta objected to 
color programming within next year as economic 
atraY!lpllC1, 

~ alH wUl return to l'ecoN 
411 tffl, RCA Mttg. Pro,. 
..... ot.d. Oir rlpllll 

llllltllllawouldoceurbJ 



" J 

service for broadcasting, conaun,.,.:.r~---
electron1 

-----=.:::C:::-•· ... allied fiel d 
SUMMARY- INDEX OF WEEK'S • 

NEws vol. is, No. 11 

~ BJISIGHT smooth as Pastore 
911"fl (1V estions . Hartke, Black Media 

fCC'',,soal tOU!lh ,r sparks. Pastore sees family 
IJ1I iaD cause 0en~ous prog-ress,' Hartke says it's 
:~"1s 1rernt repeats charges. fP. I} 
,,.. .. : .• CJ,o&• 
,i,IJ,it'· .CITIZENS GROUP agr eements near; 
1~ _,.jfJ'ING ent in notice of 1nqu1ry stresses 
~ ,taternb"litl' and good faith . (P. 3) 
,,. ,.. resJIORSI l 

;;,,,,, COPYl'IIGBT DEBATE at Board 
.-'t ~ sting of Washington waters by ad 
~f~lC,,,5 OTP I!, F CC cool to changes . Same 

..,.....ttee• boll Kastenmeier staffers says they 're 
"'JlrCl,dall• 
~ p, 4) 

II ~ OPINION' : Appeals Court up 
,,..,_ -tiJDe access rule, though FCC is orde r ed 
,j/1 ,ri;.ic affai r s,· treat all movies same and 

,tJJIII Undl on exempted shows. (P. 5) 

!11.,.r 1ftTJI 5 YEARS: Loomis tells Mac-
"8~ 5. year bill fa ils, he'll go for one- year 
i,llidtrfapln for 5 next yea r . (P. 5) 

SAmGJ1011 DROP, REVENUE UP: Poor 4th 
/It prime-time ratings and cost of introducing 
II""'_.. cited as reasons . Radio reports 'very 
:ii,pills.' (P. 7) 

~ 
3 TV MAKERS SUE 
CPSC rele • ~•t temp0rary 
RCA S ·l _ase o! confidential ace· d orders blocking 
week. Jh~a:'s1a hle'. ~ta~a\'ox &1 F::t/1ata. GE_. 

· may Join. Ip S) o sue this 
PANASONIC GEARS DOWN. 
turnaround until '76; sh for tou~h year, sees no 
l?wers some prices r _ows few new-model setc; 
fill fair-trade vacuu~ . a\;~ ~:hers. 'LTD• line 'to 

A'UTO MAKERS• RADIO · · 
und~r antitrust in\'estigai'ricmg &: sales practices 
radio bill hearings, rp, ~~n as result of all-channel 

JAPAN TV EXPORTS 
despite March color r:1 U.S. down in !irst quarter, 
close most ports; littl ~: .Jap'.'flese dock strikes 
ZE.....,_ e isruphon foreseen. (P. 10\ 

nun VIDEODISC PLAYERS 
nual meeting for first tim demonstrated at an-
Sony Betamax details ipe, nlo commitment made, 

· , 1 I 
ZENITH OPTIMISTIC w · h 
comeback in 'f . 1 ' rig t forecasting industry 

_11 _ air y near term.' MaJ(llavox In ~3 1 
m, ion quarter loss, ~ew Capehart fin.,;ciru( - . -
Soundes1gn sales breakdown. 'P. 121 . 

'WARWICK WILL SURVIVE,' Whirlpool Chmn Platts 
tells stockholders. TV sales '160 million in i974 
74% of total. Sales to non-Sears buyers up. (P. 121 

~ IIKATI OVIRSIGHT SM~: In stark contrast with FCC oversight hearin11;s in re
!lli)llll8 before Senate Communications Subcommittee, last week's April 21 -22 session was 
-,.-ath, Commissioner s, spectators - even Sen. Pastore (D-R. I.) himself - commented 

plllmood of Subcommittee chmn ., who heard most of 1-1 12 days of testimony without other 
.-.present. At one point, FCC quipster Comr. Lee told Pastore he should be happy be-
-"lretry to carry out the policies you advocate." · 

~r sparks came from quizzing of FCC Chmn. Wiley by Sen. Hartke ID -Ind.) and 
Ila ~for fir st time- kept commissioners on hand for immediate answers to charges 
llalllders Pluria Marshall & James McCuller of ational Black Media Coalition. '1t 
allldprecedent," a comr. commented. 

sed and Hartke was critical, of NAB TV Code-adopted familv viewin concept 
P • ore said twice that it showed "tremendous progress" through self-rei;o-

alertness of this Committee brought much of it about," he added . Hartke argued 
..rep).ation is a failure • •• you'll have to admit that"-though Wiley refused to do 

TV, Hartke charged ''nothing has been done. and this is a sad part oft 
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-,,,.. 15' . IC)NY VTR: Zenith held lira1 serni
___,,,,. DIIC(ration of Us optical videodisc system 

~~~ de'l11°':5pthllSlastic response or stockholders 
.,... to al meeting in Chicago. Two player■ 

~-....nng ~rated-one with frame indexing, stop 
,.,.-de~ features similar to Philipa/MCA, 
~- .,at! p1aylll!l record straight through. 8am
• r .,a,plY zenith-pressed discs were displayed. 

~
tJJI' al .,...y questions, Zenith offlclats reiterated 
~• 10 worked with all systems and have not 
~y •: marketing dates or which s)'stem wiU 
,i,e~ Both players demonstrated use light
~c · dlSC although Zenith also showed re-~a,IS;~:~ of type used by Philips/MCA player. 

baS been received, meanwhile, on 
...,re dal& t,ome videocassette recorder (Vol. ,_,,. seca:::'ch Is expected lo be shown at sates 

15-1• plfu_ week In Fla. System achieves Its great 
by elim!nallng guardband between 

ecoo<>DIYiD manner apparently similar to lhat 
cract811avlc• video card recorder (Vol. 14:19 ill: 12). To eliminate cross-talk between 

If tr!u, color phase polarity is inverted 
c,UJ,lr une and comb filter employed. Chro
di(Jllde tape is used. 

~ resolution in color is given as more 
IID8• in blzw more than 280. Compact 

141 ~ 17-3/4 x 8 x 15-3/4 In. and 30- or -=-lie is 3-3/4 x 6-1/8 x 1 In., slightly 
a-traek audio cartridge. Companion 

: output lz Input terminals for picture & 
!laf-tJpe digital timer. 

)Iola" we're adYlsed by RCA that latest version 
• SeJectaVlston with 2-hour cassette -rr.111. tape at 1. 53 lps. (vs. 3 for original 

- os1y 18. 7 sq. ft. of tape per hour. There-
•_,,~ would be 3rd most economical 
'ia ,- proposscl In ''videotape economy" table 

bel'e lut week (Vol. 15:16 pl4), following 
(20.hq. ft.) & BASF LVR (26.8). 

• l'alrcbild offers to buy Exetron, 
h circuits, for $280,600, adding to 

indications that It plans to enter fin
market. Exetron filed Chapter XI bank

lut month, but has continued to supply 
upecta about $3 million in sales to 
,-r. Contrlbut11111: to Exetron's 

blnkruptcy of several customers 
,000, Including Bowmar, which 

sxpecta watch subsidiary Mlcro-
oney lut year, to become profitable 
enters wristwatch market with 

-ta&O It already marketa Chronus 

ti ..,_ to npand Import barriers 
eleetraaie■ , but no determination 

..... WlletJler It WW adopt hicher Import 
In tint I IIIOllth8 of 19'15, Japan 

U 000 eolor let■ to Au■tralla 
........ el llllpment■ of 400,· 

.._ a..a wlllch began 

P.\NAaolllc TELEVISION DIGEST- 11 

(see P. 9) s TV: Panaaontc 's ah 
i>Orlable at ~rta, Ul color• With :erte~ed TV line 
llnued •lrnUa 80,_ up $10 lrom Jan ~ •l/2\"' battery 
a.t $30Q· r-s,.ze rnoe1~1 Ca · Price of dlscon
carr o; new 12V" ls $Joo· rrvover 7V•• conunues 
lead:, ,:•i:t $320 & $350 (d:,:!~ •tep'.up to 13V" 
unchanged OO (down $30)• ca $30 & S20). New 19\"' 
ov at 1550. In h1' rryov-er 19V" remote . 
d er leader la $450 (do odular chass,s 19V" is 
own $20 to••= wn 50), •le ' . carry. 

$600 & $65 .-vu, Holdover 25V" P•up 1Ntth cart IS 
$50 0, respective re<1u I consr,les are $550 

· ct ons of $100, $Bo & ' 

( B&w battery Portabl 
down $40), 5V" Is $140 (: start Wlth 1-i/2V" at $36Q 

~.5~~~·:c:;:e1 Wlth~~~1_!>~ i:e$2~" i~ ~~O, 
$10), step-ups at l~O ._SS), 12V" leader $ioo {d • 
1n 19V" - • $130· 1sv·· ls own 
Bland ii&gr1ces Blart at $150 (down $5) up $5 to $1_45, 
c . 1n both color & b& , step-up .,,th 
reases on holdovers e w, most of price 1n-

Jan. CES (Vol. 15:2 pa~'."'te to promotional pnces at 

Trio of color models 
LTD line start at $430· • au 19V··, in Panasonic's 
el_eclronic channel readO::~P-up at $460 features 
Wlth modular chassis 1 • high end is $550 model 
lube. B&W LTD rn ' 10-degree tn-line picture 
$125 & $130. odels, au 12V", are $100, $110, 

------------Advent baa •baac1c1 
VideoBeam project r cmarkeung strategy for 
chised relatively s:w ;:pany had previously Iran
display space inslall 1· ers who COUid provide 
cities. New plan Call: )~~ & se_rv,ce in variety of 
tail outlets In several I max1rnum number of re-
major franchised . arge Cllles. With Advent or 
service, Advent :~~•ter handling Installation and 
in 1-3 Weeks, said Pre~tH:~w sales drive in Boston 
market few weeks later Kl ry Kloss' enter N. Y. 
egy recognizes wides . oss sa,d change In Strat
on what projection T,J'';"ad.,:;eed to educate consumer 
Advent has incre s a _prov,de more exposure. 
permit 10 000 ased projection tube production to 

• -a-year projector out(Xlt rate. 

Projection TV IY■tem with 12-ft. diagonal screen 
for educational-institutional use v.as introduced last 
week in Tokyo by Sony, priced al about $23 300 
Light source is set of 3 modified 12v·· Tri;itro,; 
lubes, each emitting single color. Dichroic mirrors 
& 13 lenses are used. Screen ts placed 11 • s 11. 
from projector, provides 20 ft.-lamberts illumina
tion. Screen Is Kodak Ektalite with new washable 
coating. Deliveries start Oct, 1. New system ts 
not lo be confused with Sony's single-piece smaller 
home projection TV, expected to be introduced al 
Fla. sales meeting this week. 

louth Vllbam TV plant■ of Matsushita & Sanyo 
have been closed and Japanese supervisors repatriated. 
The 3 major Japanese shipping lines announced aus
pen■ton of their jolnt "space charter" service between 
Japan & South Vietnam. 

PbWpl la btllldlns 15-story warehouse lndu • 
trial complex in Hong Kong, scheduled !or mld-1918 
completion, meuurlng 300,000 aq, ll., aceommo 
dating 2,000 workers. 
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SUMMARY-INDEX OF WEEK'S NEWS ~ 

Broadcast 

FCC TARGETS HYPOING, double billing & fraudu
lent contests for more stringent rules, strict guides, 
authority to fine. (P. 1) 

HAPPY NBC-TV AFFILIATES ignore problems at 
convention. Bicentennial plans get biggest play. 
Schlosser promises not to scrimp on money or talent 
to become No. 1. (P. 2) 

~AY CABLE CHARGES of restrictive network prac
tices & FCC rules aired before Hart Subcommittee. 
'I think the movie producers hedged,' staff counsel 
charges. (P. 3) 

FAMILY VIEWING AD CONTROLS being considered 
by FTC. Engman disappointed NAB Code children's 
ad rules apply only Sat. a.m. (P. 4) 

NETWORK RADIO DROPS $6. 2 million last vear on 
revenues of $40. 4 million. Owned stations ~how 
$2. 3 million profit. (P. 4) 

NCTA COPYRIGHT POSITION reaffirmed, except it 
would exempt first $100,000 income instead of sys
tems under 1, 500 subscribers. (P. 4) 

~C VIEWS FUTURE WITH OPTIMISM but not 
with 'certainty,' stockholders told. 'R~al growth' 
expected in 4th quarter. (P. 5) 

MAY;2 i3 1975 
Consumer Electronics (1, Copy 9 

49-f.4Ry Of CO~Ql-~ 
FCC IDEAL TV RECEIVER will be r con -
tract, if funds available, to indicate potential to Com
mission & industry; cost $100-$300, 000. Wiley an
swers Pastore query on efforts of FCC to improve 
UHF. (P. 8) 

ZENITH VIDEODISC market debut in '1979 at ear
liest.' Although officially uncommitted, Zenith works 
with Philips on reflective optical disc. (P. 9) 

INDUSTRY CRISIS RESPONSES: Zenith-color price 
increase about half RCA's. Quasar-year labor war
ranty on high-end color. Magnavox-calls for mas
sive price increases. (P. 9) 

NEW LINES FOR '76: Zenith's 13V'' color starts at 
$380, varactor tuning in 70% of line, 'Zoom' feature. 
Quasar rebuilds with Japanese infusion. Magnavox 
hitches to 'STAR.' (Pp. 10 & 12) 

SHARP RECALL approved by BRH-modification of 
9, 500 sets. Teledyne joins to block CPSC release of 
data. (P. 12) 

FAIR TRADE CONTINUES its demise in states as bill 
makes steady progress in Congress. (P. 13) 

ALL COLOR TUBE makers 'reviewing' OEM prices, 
but only 3 foresee definite increases. (P. 14) 

FCC TARGETS-HYPOING, BILLING & CONTESTS: Three new rulemakings are due from FCC 
soon-perhaps this week-to tighten controls on hypoing, double billing & fraudulent or unfair 
c_ontests. Commission will seek authority to fine stations for hypoing & for fraudulent contests 
(it has authority over double billing). In all 3 areas, it plans to list examples of prohibited 
activities. Special meeting is May 29. 

FCC_ Chmn. Wiley is particularly concerned abo_ut the 3 practi~e~ as part of ~is_ "ne".' ethic," 
has consistently voted against stations guilty of hyporng or double billing. Comm1ss10n first 
c~nsidered hypoing last Dec., put issue aside, hoping for help from FTC, but "the Trade Com
mission isn't enthusiastic at all about getting into it in any way or fashion," according to FCC 
official. He said FTC has authority over hypoing but has acted only twice, most recently in 
1970, getting consent orders both times . 

. New rules aren't expected to prohibit stations & networks from programming ''blockbusters" 
dur!ng rating sweeps because "who, s gonna say that Rhoda can '.t get married or the Godfath_er 
cant be shown in November"· however comments on such subJects are expected. Rules will 
have strictures on special pr~motions, ad campaigns, questionnaires to viewers, etc. Licensees 
~ 8? will be prohibited from making any claim "as to audience size or coverage area" without 
giving date of survey, who made it, area covered. 
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screen b&w sets. 
1000) $100. 

TELEVISION DIGEST-11 

Zoom remote (Space Command 

Zenith dropped 19V'' console series, has only one combo, one door-model console, still 
has nine 23V" sets. One dramatic, if far-out, set in Zenith line is "Panorama,'' 25V" console 
with curved concave rosewood & nJetal cabinet, designed to fit in corner or against flat wall. 
Entire color & monochrome lines (4 new sets introduced) are solid-state. All color sets have 
magnetic voltage regulation, 16 are remote, 43 of the 48 have one-button tuning. For Zenith 
pricing changes, seep. 9; for description & prices of sets, see p. 12. 

* * * 

Call it foreign aid, lend-lease or enlightened self-interest, but Matsushita has poured mil
lions in financial & technical resources into TV-producing subsidiary Quasar, and results were 
evident at Chicago distributor meeting last week. 

Here's what's new at Quasar: (1) Pair of solid-state color chassis, one for 13-15V" port
ables, other for 17-19V'', plus beefed-up 31-KV chassis for new 25V". (2) Quintrix negative
matrix in-line picture tube, sourced from Matsushita, in all new 19V"-&-smaller color sets. 
(3) New slide-out b&w chassis for 12V" portables, similar one expected for upcoming larger
screen models, all from Matsushita plants in Japan & Puerto Rico. (4) Totally revamped color 
production plant at Franklin Park, much of automation & test gear coming directly from Japan. 

Meeting celebrated many firsts for Quasar-first anniversary, first Matsushita-directed 
line, first all-solid-state color line, first convention for new Pres. Robert Bloomberg and, 
said one distributor, "the first time in years I've seen this place run like a business.'' 

Quasar made it clear it was aiming more at return to profitability than increased market 
share (seep. 10). With new 13-15-1 ?V" models, Quasar is trying to carve out niche in small
screen color market for first time. New chassis have only 3 boards, one surrounding picture 
tube socket and mounted on tube itself; 13-15V'' chassis has 4 ICs; 17-19V" has 5. While sets 
were all designed in Japan, and prototypes displayed were made there, they 're not the same as 
Panasonic line. Both Panasonic & Quasar will feature Quintrix (extra pre-focus lens) tube, 
though decision to let Quasar advertise fact wasn't made until last minute. 

All Quasar color sets will be assembled in U.S. from U.S. & Japan-made parts, with pro
duction to start in July, when modernization in Franklin Park is complete. Sourcing of Quintrix 
tube in U.S. is possible, and talks with potential domestic suppliers have started. Decision to 
source b&w from Matsushita and expansion of Franklin Park puts future of Quincy, Ill. subas
sembly plant in doubt; Pres. Robert Bloomberg indicated it's surplus. 

* * * * 

Magnavox previewed new line in N. Y., showed some models-mostly still unpriced. Ran
dom-access STAR tuner with on-screen channel display, available only on $1,000 consoles last 
year, has now been expanded to combos, two 19V" table models, one 19V" full-door console. 
New version has calculator-type keyboard in set as well as in hand-held remote unit; 19V" 
STAR tables will be priced $700-$800, console in $1,000 range. Magnavox will emphasize 19V" 
color with new chassis containing 11 plug-in modules, 8 of them same as used in either 25 V" or 
13-15V" portables; chassis has 168 fewer parts than predecessor. Dropped from new line is 
l 7V" color. 

Two new versions of Odyssey were introduced, both completely self-contained, eliminating 
on-screen overlays, with all controls for both players on single box, adding beeping sound, on
screen scoring, "doubles" games. Two-game version (hockey, tennis) is about $80; 3-game 
(with "smash"-combination of handball & lacrosse) is $100. Old 3-piece Odyssey now sells at 
$110, with formerly optional rifle-range accessory included. 

MX component line has been expanded to include lower-priced units ($250 receiver) and 
more 4-channel receivers, high-end receiver at $800 containing Dolby noise-reduction unit 
for FM. 
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Broadcast 

KAHN INTO PAY-CABLE MOVIES, is expected to 
offer package of major top-quality films 1-2 years 
old, neyer seen on TV. HBO believed among first 
cushmers. IP. 1) 

MDS-CABLE FRIEND OR FOE: May extend CATV 
sen·ice ,r skim cream of pav-movie offering-or 
both. Mergers eliminate hearings in L.A .. Anaheim, 
Atlanta, San Francisco. Seattle. Denver. (P. 2) 

CONTINUOUS ASCERTAINMENT faulted for increased 
paperwork, but broadcasters like flexibility, exemp
tion for radios. in markets under 10. 000. Short re
newal form for radios will save time. according to 
comments. (P. 3) ' 

CHILDREN'S TV AD REGULATION is goal of bill in 
works b:v Rep. Wirth, which would require FCC to 
take over task now assumed bv self-regulatory 
groups. (P. 3) 

SATELLITES SEEK BROADCAST MARKET: WU & 
RCA Globcom seek business from networks, indepen
dents, cable. additional sports. Rates 'significantlv 
lower' than land service. (P. 4) 

CIRCULAR POLARIZATION impresses engineers. 
AFCCE hears Zellner & Smith describe ghost re
jection. co-channel improvemertt, consistent picture, 
etc. (P. 4) 

JuN c/ 19/S 
Consumer Electronics <ie copy --r,,.,.~s J 

~ARY Of cot\~ 
MAY TV IMPORTS took record diYe, with shipments 
only half of year earlier. Color & monochrome to
tals from Japan, Taiwan & Korea declined. (P. 7) 

WARRANTY ROLLBACK apparently is going to stick. 
Companies with 90 da} s' labor on all models com
prise solid 2/ 3 of industry color market share. (P. 7) 

LOSSES CONTINUED in first quarter for TV & audio 
speciallsl firms. Most TV and half of audio firms 
111 red. None had earnings gain. (P. 8) 

NEW CHIEF AT ADVENT is Peter Sprague, who be
comes chmn .. gets 44 Yoting control under 'agree
ment in principle.' Kloss remains pres. & chief 
exec. and largest holder. (P. 9) 

COMPONENT IMPORTS fell sharply in first quarter. 
with biggest impact felt by parts sold in U.S. OEM 
market. (P. 10) 

WHO BUYS TV? Demographic data on color & mono
chrome purchasers in new Census study. Average 
price paid during year ended Fall 1973 was $432 for 
color set, $117 for b&w. (P. 11) 

MAGNAVOX LOSS on consumer electronics in first 
quarter was $7,836,000, according to proxy state
ment in Philips' take.over. Justice Dept. still probing 
merger. (P. 12) 

KAHN INTO PAY-CABLE FILMS; If you've been wondering how former Teleprompter chief 
Irving Kahn will return to cable-here's how: By furnishing major films to pay cable. Though 
we couldn't get details, it's known that Kahn has acquired rights to about dozen films 1-2 years 
old, never seen on TV. They're said to be top quality. 

Deal is believed to cost Kahn 7 figures, and agreement is in works with HBO-and prob
ably other pay-cable outfits-for showings to start early next year. 

It isn't surprising to see Kahn in this end of business. More than 30 years ago, he worked 
for 20th Century Fox, was ardent believer in future of TV. Furthermore, at one point he ran 
20th's promotion dept.-so you can expect him to encourage heaviest kind of drum-beating in 
advance of cable showings. You can also expect Kahn move into made-for-pay-TV movies. He 
foreshadowed that at NCTA convention this year (Vol. 15:16 p3), saying: "Use your own prod
uct-then nothing will preclude national distribution." He said that pay cable would "change dis
tribution patterns, as TV did; cable will be first-run." 

It wouldn't be surprising, either, to see Kahn in some phase of satellite operations-because 
he has for some time insisted to friends that satellites are among most promising techniques for 
spreading rapid distribution of pay-cable. 
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will bu·c nc1p e 
reached la. e n Sprague and Advent Pres. 
Henn Kl ss. Sprague1sch111n of National Semi
conductor and onsidered In some all Streeters as 
ge111us behind that compai, ·s rapid ris . HE's also 
chmn. nf Design Researc'i. 10-strr r tail furmture
apparel chnin .wd part of !-,roup which rEcentlv pur
chasC'd ,ul,n(; British sports car makf'r Aston-Martin. 

-\grf'ement rn prrnciple has also been re,lChed 
w th 111 lih,t10na.l lenders for deferred p,1\·ment 111 

scheduled loans. accord,ng tc, Kloss. re>movrng im
mediate financial pressure on compai1y. Sprague 
w1ll pay $575. 000 to bm 375,000 new Advent common 
sh,tres at $1. 50 per share ,tnd 4-year w,u·r,u1t to pur
ch,1se 125,000 addition,tl sh,u·es at s,une price. He'll 
,tlso get option h purchase 135. 000 of Kloss·s sh,tres 
at $1. 50. ,md additional shares will be placed in 
voting trust. giving Sprague control of 44 of out
standing shares for 4 years or until ai1y new public 
stock offering. If all options ,1re exercised, Kloss's 
holdings will be reduced to 40' c from present 65 ;, 
while Sprague \l,ill own 33 . Some 180. 000 Advent 
sh,u-es are traded publicly. 

Kloss continues as pres. & chief exec. officer 
and largest single shareholder of Advent. He said 
Sprague would be active in Advent management. giving 
company financial & management strength ''consist
ent with our plans for the TV market.•· Advent re
cently reported $2. 972,000 loss on $16,724.000 sales 
for fiscal year. attributing deficit ma.inly to start-up 
costs for VicleoBeam. Advent stock ha.cl been moving 
upw,1rds recently on basis of rumors of reorganiza
tion. moving from $7. 50 two weeks earlier to close 
at $10 bid July 3. 

• 
Appliance-TV retailers ea.med before-tax profit 

of 2. 2 ·o last year on sales & service, down from 2.7r-;1 
in 1973, according to NARDA Costs of Doing Business 
Survey. Gross margins were 28C:o for both years. 
Good start in first 6 months was sufficient to keep 
figures on plus side for 1974, commented Exec. Vp 
Jules Steinberg, who saw reverse situation this year, 
'\vith the 2nd half bailing out a comparatively dismal 
first 6 months." Operating expenses in 1974 climbed 
to 26% of sales from 25. 7°0 in 1973. Income from 
interest, supplier rebates. etc., slipcl?ed to 1. 8% 
from 2;. Ad expenses moved to 2. 5 c from 2. 3%. 

ITA postponed to Aug. 1 dead.line for comments 
on proposed standards covering C-60 cassette, cas
sette-lo-recorder interface, 8-track cartridge, S
track & cassette duplication guidelines and reels for 
1/2-in. VTR. Copies from IT A, Box 11070, Tucson 
85734. ITA 6th annual seminar & exhibition is set 
for Feb. 29-March 3 in Tucson. 

Swiss watchmaker Ebauches has launched 5-year, 
$25-$30 million electronic watch program. Company 
has purchased technology package from Hughes, will 
develop in-house IC & liquid-crystal display capability, 
expects to start production & sales of own watches 
by mid-1976. 

.A 
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Wilmington Eeclera.l Judge 
,1 ch 1 last week OV(lrrnde industrv objecticins m xi

fled 1 . training order to µerMit Consumer Product 
Safct C immission to turn "confidential' TV acci
clent data file over to l'L (Vol. 15:26 p9l. liL will 
us infurmation. most of it subpoenaed from ma.nu-
actur rs by CPSC L1st year. in TV safety standard 

development. 

l L s•aff 111embe1 s will get unl11nited access t< 
accicitnt data. while c/Jmput r prrntout. s,uutized to 
elunin,tte J..11 means of manufacturer identification, 
c-nes tu members of l1L standards development com
nnttee, compr,sed of c0nsumer & irdustrv repre
·ent.1t1ves. A11alysis of data, pre1,,u eel b:,. CPSC 

consultant Robert Yere,mce will be giYen to com-
mi ltE'C• after being checked b_ industry to insure re-
f ercnces to individual ma11ufacturPrs have been 
deleted. Judge turned down CPSC request that m,urn
facturer identification be included in report to com
mittee in coded form. rejected RCA recommenda
tion that data be scrambled to intermix reports from 
different manufacturers. 

Court action amends original order prohibiting 
CPSC from releasing data publicly pending outcome 
of suit brought by 13 TV producers. Theoretically. 
public dissemination is still banned-but. as ex
plained to judge at hearing by CPSC, law requires 
that meetings of standa.rd developers. and materials 
used. be open to public. so there's no way to insure 
that data & Yerea.nce report can be kept confidential. 

---American Videonetics' 8-head consumer video-
tape recorder (Vol. 14:45 p9) "is probably 2-3 yea.rs 
away from acceptance. if ever." AV's 80% O\l,mer 
Omron Corp. of America (OCA) said in recent offer 
to buy more AV stock. "There is considerable doubt 
as to I its] feasibility as a competitive product." In
dependent shareholders of near-bankrupt AV (for
merly Newell Industries) are battling against OCA 
takeover. OCA offer of 40C a share for 300,000 
shares, after one extension, expired June 30 with 
only 190,000 of 800,000 shares tendered. Indepen
dent appraisal sponsored by OCA valued AV shares 
at 2 5~, while AV -sponsored appraisal put value at 
$1. 33. Under Cal. law, subsidiary can't be con
solidated into parent unless there are fewer than 
300 minority shareholders-and AV holders recently 
have been splitting holdings with others to keep above 
minimum. AV, which also makes other recording & 
micrographic products, spent $1. 65 million in last 
3 yea.rs developing consumer recorder, also worked 
with BASF on its longitudinal video recorder. 

ITT's worldwide automotive & consumer products 
sales totaled $1. 44 billion last year, returning $26-
million profit, vs. $1. 35 billion sales, $54 million 
income, in 1973, according to company's Financial 
& Statistical Supplement. This compares with total 
$910. 5 million sales last year for Zenith, $1. 13 bil
lion for RCA's consumer products & services (con
sumer electronics, records, parts & accessories, 
consumer service by Service Co.). 

Electronic game is going into production at 
National Semiconductor, with marketing expected to 
start early in 1976 . 
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Broadcast 

NEW LOOK FOR NAB '76 CONVENTION: \Ver!. lunrl 
clroppc I. ,;cp:u::ite radio & TV lunches Tues. Fore! 
expEcted. ':,vnclic'ltors 11\ itect ir, exl,11t! with n'::tnu
fact1.1rPr',. 1 .is\ eE as 11c in,P \Lt<. :i-379. 000 on re\'e 
nuf f $Vi3. 000. P. l 1 

WILEY's SEPT,-NOV, FCC PLANS: Commissioners 
'2;et quarlt riv list nf rer_,uhr & speci1l meetinc;.s, high
lb htE" 1 !Jv new feature -open. 3-hour session with 
public. r\'-cablecrosc.-1w1ersl11pSept. 17. 1P. 2) 

FCC TALLIES TV's FINANCIAL 1974: Full report 
issued. including\, HF-l HF profit & loss breakdowns, 
independents vs. affili::ttE'i, emplovmenl, etc. !P. 3) 

AT&T & NCTA END POLE-FEE TALKS: FCC lo 
discu:-s jurisdiction Sept. 30. Parties dispute whether 
talks had ended after Wile,•'s Sept. 4 meeting. Wilev 
says FCC sentiment 50-50. ( P. 4) 

FCC AMENABLE TO NEW STAR PACT which c::ills 
for WMAL-TV-A:1/f diYestiture within 2 ve::irs. (P. 4) 

PERCY ENTERS FRAY "n children's TV re1,rulation. 
criticizes networks. FCC & FTC for self-reL,ulatorv 
failings, threatens g-o,i. action. 1P. 5) 

KCND-TV RETURNS LICENSE: Commercial st::ition 
goes dark: 2 ETVs start, bringing TV operating total 
to 954. IP. 5) 

Consumer Elect 

week distnbutor sales totals. wit 1, olume off just 
2. 6 : preliminary 34th-week figures show sales up 
better th,111 25 . (P. 7) 

SONY'S NEW TRINITRON features improved. claimed 
60 r bnglner, new high volta6e &: f',1te control c1r
cuitn. First sets. 17V" &: 19V'. on Japanese mar
ket Sept. 21. 'P. 7) 

TV IMPORTS DOWN sharply in July-color off 23. 4 r, 

b&w 51. 1 r • Color from Japan steady. b&w down 
sh,1rply for all countries. Taiwan color sank. (P. 8) 

COMPACT, CONSOLE STEREO market recovery 111 

e\'idence as dumps disappear. prices stabilize. Sales 
volume contrnues low. but profits improve. (P. 8) 

IMPORT IMPACT AID being sought for U.S. employes 
of Murata, Japan-owned capacitor maker. Labor 
clears some Ai1co workers for aid, opens cases of 
Clarostat. Kay-Townes. (P. 10) 

JAPAN'S AUG. EXPORTS of audio equipment joined 
T\ .n sharp downsllde from year a~o. Transcei\'ers 
continued increase. (P. 10) 

NARDA ADDS RECORDERS to growing list of products 
offered to retailers through Traffic-builders Div., 
drops calculator plan. (P. 11) 

NEW LOOK FOR NAB '76 CONVENI'ION: Separate Mon. TV-radio lunches; special RAB ses
sion Sun.; no radio meetings Mon. p. m.; concurrent TV sessions Tues. a. m.; sell space to 
syndicators (radio & TV) on regular exhibit floor; up price to exhibitors from $6 to $7 per sq. 
ft.; no Wed. lunch-all of these will contribute to "new look" of NAB 1976 convention March 21-
24 in Chicago. 

Format changes were approved last week by Convention Committee, whose members came 
away very impressed after tour of McCormick Place site. They also were told NAB is very 
optimistic that President Ford will attend-1976 being election year-and slot is being reserved 
for him Wed. a. m. although he'll be scheduled whenever he chooses to show. If Ford appears, 
it '11 be 3rd straight NAB convention to attract President. With Wed. lunch dropped, convention 
will end with FCC panel-returned to agenda in Las Vegas after absence of several years. 

Success of Las Vegas convention (Vol. 15:15 p2) was borne out by financial results: Reve
nue $673,000, expenses $294,000, record income of $379,000. NAB had budgeted $367,500 in 
expected income from 1975 convention. 

McCormick Place will offer much more exhibit space than NAB can sell-it expects about 
80,000 sq. ft. next year-so there '11 be plenty of room for syndicators if they choose to join 
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N E 4 Big-
sto to pro le to mem-
be1 aers Div .. savs other. prod-
ucts e reco d-only W1its will carr 
NAR retai prices of $35, $50 & 
$70, cassett el $100. Gross margins will 
range 30-37 1c, • eYentuallv will offer 8-model 
medium-priced Bigston cassett line. 

Earllu plan t offer low-pri ed cal uJ, to s Vol. 
15:35 p13) has been styn'lied bv failures in field tests. 
NARDA Exec. Vp Jules Steinber t ld us. Quality 
control rn calculator field is s1nidar to situatibn in 
TV 111dustn 5-6 year ago he said: ' It doesn't pav 
to c me Jut with a low-priced calculator and then 
ha\·e to takt half of them back.' NAHDA isn' 6ettinb 
special deal on recorders. ,1ccorcl111g to Steinberg, 
but 1s actrng as national distributor for members, 
cutting out nuddle-man, passrng sa\ings to dealers. 

Plans to offer other products are gorng ahead, 
but Association is "tryrng not to upset normal distri
bution pattern in rndustrv," according to Steinberg. 
He said range of brand-name products could be ac
qmred from trans-shippers but that maior producers 
were rnformed recently NARDA has no intention of 
doing so in foreseeable future. So far, about 1, 000 
Syhania-made 18V" Kenco color sets-first product 
offered under Traffic-builder plan-haye been sold to 
dealers. 

Color console sales of members participating in 
Association's Retail Index were up 8'c over 1974 in 
June, portables up 3'c, audio components up 6r·c, 
stereo consoles down 1o''c. Gross margins on color 
consoles averaged 20. 4'r, audio components below 
30\ both declines from last year. .. 

Mergers & acquisitions: Pioneer's negotiations 
to sell Japanese OEM speaker business to Nippon 
Chemical Condenser have terminated. Price, and 
Pioneer's unwillingness to include Taiwan plant, were 
major stumbling blocks ... TRW sold Sherwood Re
fractories (fused quartz) to employes, terms un
disclosed ... Electronics industry mergers totaled 
24 in first half, down 37% from same 1974 period, 
according to W. T. Grimm, Chicago consultant. 

TV tennis game developed by MIT for Executive 
Games of Boston, goes on market in Nov. at $60 ... 
Japanese game machine producer Epoch says it has 
acquired license for domestic production & marketing 
of TV game from Magnavox & Sanders Assoc., de
velopers of Odyssey, currently sole W1der-$100 TV 
gan1e on market. Epoch said it expects to sell 
30,000 games at $65 each this year. U.S. companies 
declined comment. 

Aerovox has licensed Sylvania to produce paper 
& foil oil-filled capacitors in Mexico. Aerovox also 
recently acquired right to produce & market line of 
metalized plastic capacitors from U. K. 's Pye TMC 
Components. 

Color TV penetration of Japan's 33. 3 million 
households reached 91. 4% May 31, vs. 87.1% year 
before, Economic Planning Agency reported. B&w 
dropped from 51. 2% to 44. 9%. 
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ENERGY REDUCTION: VolW1tary Commerce Dept. 
/CD) program aimed at 20' reduction in appliance 
energy consumption by I 980-now supported by 57 
manufacturers-could render portion of pending 
House bill acaaemic. Bill mandates aggregate 25% 
improvement in energy consumption by 1980. But 
even if bill becomes law. CD will have discretion to 
declare mandatory standards W111ecessary if voluntary 
plan works. 

Original standard in bill against which impro\'e
n1ent would be measured was consumption of '74 
model . after TV industn shifted to low-power solid
'lt te chassis. EIA CEG Consumer Affairs Dir 
Sall Y Browne says EIA has won pledge that amend
ment will be offered from floor. making '72 base for 
comparison. same standard used in Commerce pro
gram. 

TV makers agreemg to voluntary program were 
Admiral, GE, Sylvania, JVC, Magnavox, Panasonic, 
Quasar, RCA, Sharp, Sanyo. Sony, Toshiba, War
wick & Zenith. Industry representatives meet with 
NBS Sept. 23 to finalize draft of standard for mea
surement of power consumption. 

Other congressional action expected this fall: 
(1) House debates on Consumer Protection Agency 
bill & CPSC Improvement Act-both similar to bills 
passed by Senate in July-are scheduled this month. 
(2) Senate will consider bill repealing fair trade laws. 
House fair trade bill passed in July. (3) House is 
expected to pass Consumer Fraud Act, already 
through Senate. 

---
Watch watch: Litronix stepped up electronic 

watch price war with introduction of 3-function (min., 
hours, sec.) LED model at $40, $10 drop from 
current industry low-ball, also added 6-function 
models (day, date, a. m.-p. m.) with light sensor that 
dims display in darkness ... National Semiconductor 
1s producing 6-function module for watch which will 
display time for any 2 time zones ... Raonix is new 
Canadian digital assembler founded by William 
Ratcliffe, ex-Bowmar Canada vp. Company plans to 
assemble watches from Far East modules ... Vene
zuela's Entepar has opened branch in Sunnyvale, Cal. 
to handle U.S. marketing for digital watch & calcu
lator lines. Company assembles in Venezuela from 
domestic-made & imported parts, buys !Cs from 
National Semiconductor. Entepar's purchasing 
agent, Overseas Expediting, also opened Sunnyvale 
office in plan to increase activity as component 
supplier in Latin America ... Computed Time, sup
plier of LED watch modules to independent assem
blers, said it's expanding monthly production from 
32, 000 to 53, 000 by Oct. .. Commodore plans to 
enter watch business in U.S. next year. It currently 
assembles watches in Palo Alto & Singapore for 
sale in Europe ... Rockwell placed $1. 25 million order 
for 500, 000 liquid crystal displays with RCA Solid 
State Div., for delivery in 1976. 

Color TV cameras 1/10 conventional size will be 
made possible by new MOS image sensor it has de
veloped, Hitachi claims. In test production, chip 
has 250 x 250 picture elements, operating frequency 
of 5 MHz. 
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Broadcast 

ANTI-CABLE PITCH TO WHITE HOUSE by broad
casters sees 'public appalled' al way its stake in TV 
is 'disregard!;:d. ' Ta lor accus s Admini tration 
a.i<l~ of ias. Movies, sports, theaters called in this 
week. (P. 1) 

NAB PICKS UP IN BOSTON after slow conference 
start in Atlanta. No complaints from public on FV. 
Much interest in TARPAC. Wasilewski, Staggers 
seek unitv. Wilev wants to 'weed out' unethical. IP. 3) 

WALB-TV SUES COM:MISSIONERS for ordering di
vestiture , says FCC has no authority to require sale 
of any property. NCCB charges decision designed 
to protect large-market combines. (P. 4) 

KISSINGER-TRUDEAU JAM SESSION: Secy. presses 
discrimination issue in Ottawa meeting. Broadcasters 
encouraged. Experimental applications filed, aimed 
to destroy reception of Buffalo stations in Toronto 
via co-channel interference. (P. 5) 

NAB & NCTA POLITICAL GROUPS already have 
contributed $9,555 this year. (P. 5) 

EDUCATION COMR. BELL dissatisfied with both 
commercial & public TV programming. (P. 5) 

Consumer Electro 

WILL COLOR SALES pe ~----..,, • eems 
to be banking on 1t , though first-week figures aren't 

uragin . Dis ibutor. invent\1ries exceed million 
for first tllTie in history. (P. 7) 

MAGNAVOX INTO CB through private-label deal, will 
supply E. F. Johnson with 100,000 units in next year, 
8,000 by end of 1975. Deal could point way to new 
use for idle TV plants. (P. 8) 

UL SEEKS DELAY in development of TV safety stand
ard, asks CPSC for extension to June 22. Second 
draft to be more comprehensive, require more test
ing. (P. 9) 

EIA CURTAILS membership meetings to 2 a year. 
Solid-State Div reorganized to emphasize engineer
ing. Working agreement to be sought with WEMA. 
CES exhibits costs increased. (P. 10) 

MORE ACQUISITIONS hinted by Sylvania, which says 
Philco's color market share rose 69rc from first to 
3rd quarter. Closed-circuit TV phone blitz moves 
31,900 Sylvania products in day. (P. 11) 

RCA NET ROSE 9% in 3rd quarter. Motorola reports 
sharp earnings drop. Morse tells stockholders of 
salespickup. (P. 11) 

TV's ANTI-CABLE PITCH TO WHITE HOUSE: "The public should be appalled at the way its own 
stake in broadcast service is disregarded" in proposals to de-regulate CATV, NAB Chmn. Wilson 
Wearn told White House officials at Oct. 16 meeting. In "unanimous" statement for several TV 
spokesmen present-including ETV & translators-he gave "statement of principle" outlining 7 
major points broadcasters want considered. Present were govt. officials from 0MB, Domestic 
Council, OTP, Justice Dept. & Council of Economic Advisors. Same group met with cable 
week earlier (Vol. 15:41 p2). 

Meeting "got rather hairy," according to broadcast participant, when CBS Pres. Arthur 
Taylor accused economist Paul McEvoy (Council of Economic Advisors) of bias against broad
casting in favor of cable. Mc Evoy came in late, hadn't read Wearn statement, launched into 
series of questions "seeking proof that pay cable will destroy free TV," according to participant. 
McEvoy also disputed claim that TV-cable relationship is totally different from railroads, 
truckers, airlines, etc., and needs to be treated differently in re-regulation. He said he was 
"tired of hearing the same old story" with no proof offered. 

Taylor thought Mc Evoy 's questions & attitude showed a strong prejudice, told him so. CBS 
pres. also referred to well-documented bias of Nixon Administration against TV, wondered out 
loud if history is beginning to repeat itself. Acting OTP Dir. John Eger reportedly said "Oh, 
come on Arthur," arguing there's absolutely no comparison of current situation with Nixon antics. 
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URTAILS MEETINGS: E 
egular membership meeting 

hen it was social club as well 
nd then reduced to 3, now pla 
ew plan, dev loped at an Fra 

eliminates June meeting /held in 
of years), continues March Washington c 
& Oct. West Coast convention, as well as traditi 
4 board meetings annually. In place of June meet
ings, divisions & groups will meet separately at 
times & places they select, unencumbered bv other 
simultaneous meetings. 

In major organizational change, EIA gave new 
charter to its Solid-State Products DiY. (SSPD), 
which now will be engrneering-oriented, dropping 
marketill{!: services and eliminating duplication with 
WEMA, which has developed own statistical program 
following defections from EIA of Texas Instruments 
& Fairchild. EIA is extending feelers to WEMA to 
coordinate activities in semiconductor field, with 
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radios rose 6 orts dropped 
46. 3io to 12,400. but tenf ld increase. 
Total tape equipment exports were off 13. 8% to 1. 2 
million, as automotive units lipped 21. 5%, while 
decline in home glayers & recorders to 1. 03 million 
was held to 12. 4 o. thanks to 16. 9% increase for 
combination types. Transceivers continued to out
perform all other consumer el ctronics. Month's 
total shipments were up 73. 4% to 445,000, as 100-
milliwatt models gained 14%, higher-power types 
137. 8%. Here are official Aug. results: · 

1-1:;=c:::=::e~a=ch organization retainipg wn inte rit . & en rinir_·;:;._:-",-_:-_ -~ -~er-~--~-...... ......::' .,. -JAPANESE EXPORTS TO U.S. 

EIA Engineering Staff Vp Allen Wilson adds 
duties as SSPD staff vp. Distributor Products Div. 
Staff Vp J. T. Mack adds duties of Tube Div. staff 
vp. PR Dir. Norman Sharp was promoted to admini
stration vp. 

EIA board agreed to lend staff members to 
special all-industry committee for preservation of 
Tariff Regs. 806 & 807, which exempt U.S. -made 
content of imported products from import duties. 

Ten-man delegation headed by EIA Pres. V. J. 
Adduci, including Admiral's Charles Hoffman & 
Sylvania's Paul Terhaar. leaves this week for Germany 
to confer on preparations for GATT negotiations. 

San Francisco EIA meeting was harmonious 
and relatively uneventful, marked end of 5 years 
since Adduci 's election as full-time pres., during 
which much of acrimony & internal strife have van
ished. 

Elaborating on new format of Consumer Elec -
tronics Show (Vol. 15:41 p9) last week, Consumer 
Electronics Group Staff Vp Jack Wayman said deci
sion to have single show has ended any real threat of 
fra~mentation-no respondents to survey in icating 
any plans to start any other show at another date. 
He said he felt some manufacturers would recycle 
model changes for April introduction to correspond 
with show dates (beginning with 1977 show April 21-
24). Only votes against April date came from "some 
hi-fi & TV people," he said. As to Jan. show "we 
are keeping our options open." Although none' is 
planned for 1977, Wayman said if electronics manu
facturers plan to exhibit in Jan. at other shows 
Winter CES could be brought back for them. H~ said 
CES could return to Jan.-June some time in future 
or adopt some other format to meet changing condi
tions. 

Price of exhibit space at next June's CES in 
Chicago will be increased to $4. 50 from $4 per sq. 
ft. to meet rising costs, Wayman said, and he specu
lated it probably will go up to $5 for 1977's single 
show in April. 

Aug. 1975 Aug. 1974 
Units Value($) Unite Value($) 

·1 Jtal T\ 202 795 29 180,106 161,907 23 4~1 II 
color 145,559 25 589,898 100,203 19 676.981 
b& ....... 57,236 3 590.208 61,704 3 804.lJl 

Radio-phono. stereo. 7,651 656, 720 17.492 1,942.688 
Radio-phomJ, rnono . 4,750 170. 966 5,590 151 809 
Had10 re rdrs. & 

c ther C'lmb 477.461 19,304 158 408,449 20,143,453 
Clock rad10s ...... 31,848 714,791 140, 79~ 3,258.852 
Tr. radios w FM 150,028 10,235,218 201,193 14,035,883 
Tr. rad10s. other .. 28,376 210,178 35,836 377. 393 
Auto rad10s ...... 119,429 3,084,259 111,932 2,599,517 
r rcvrs., under lOOmw 152,054 590,030 133,428 757,081 
T re vrs.. other . . . . 292.982 15 134,845 123,201 6,184,809 
Phunos ... . . 7. 000 43,454 754 17,695 
Tape players. auto 166,976 2,947 306 212, 728 4,592,544 
Tape rcrdrs., reel I. 412 177,239 1.888 168,154 
Tapt' re rdrs .• cass 350,080 8. 179 845 408,694 10,051.285 
Other ,·art.. rcrdrs. 

& pla,ers ...... 103 673 I. 907. 013 105 829 2.069,440 
Tap" decks ....... 97,971 6,060,255 251. 692 10,444,007 .. 

Magnavox' s dominant position in home video games 
market is being jeopardized by late delivery of res 
from Texas Instruments. Company's 2 new self-con
tained Odyssey models (Vol. 15:21 p11) are 2 months 
late, with $80 two-gam ver io st new becoming 
available and $100 three-game model with on-screen 
scoring indication not expected until late Nov.-too 
late for some catalog houses. Magnavox says it's 
no longer producing original Odyssey model, will 
run out of stock in Dec. 

illegal CB transmis s ions have reached point 
where usefulness of CB channels has been "seriously 
impaired," General Accounting Office reported to Con
gress. Report says state & local officials have been 
hampered in efforts to police CB channels by inability 
of FCC to prevent unauthorized use of cheap walkie
talkies, and that state officials complain CB radios 
are being used in burglaries, smuggling, narcotics 
trafficking, prostitution and other illegal activities. 

Bargain Days: GBC CCTV, liquidating remain
ing inventories of Magnavox's discontinued security 
devices, offers $150 wireless burglar alarm system 
for $39. 50, $100 fire-smoke detector at $29. 50. 

-c 
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SUMMARY- INDEX OF WEEK'S NEWS 
VOL. 15, NO. 46 

Broadcast 

NET GAIN FOR FCC in Pastore oversight hearing 
after airing of Commission policies with which Com
munications Subcommittee chmn. disagrees. Sena
tor claims FCC 'usurped' authority of Congress. 
Hooks hits 'hyperbole' used by public groups. Canada, 
VHF drop-ins discussed. (P. 1) 

PAY CABLE SPARKS MOOD UPSWING at Western 
Convention. Eger savs 'de-regulation primary mis
sion.' HBO announces sports agreements, including 
L.A. Forum. Film producers press for bigger cut 
on pay cable. (P. 3) 

FCC STREAMLINES PROCEEDINGS through proposed 
changes in ajudicatory procedures. Flowers suggests 
5-year license term also would ease FCC regulatory 
log-jam. (P. 4) 

AMENDED CPB FUNDING BILL passed by House, 
makes Corp. responsible for enforcing Civil Rights 
Act. Women present grievances to CPB management, 
who promise they'll try harder. Board calls PBS & 
NPR to examine satellite plans. (P. 5) 

NAB INN. 0., CHICAGO: Van Deerlin tells broad
casters they 'beat the drum too hard' in lobbying for 
renewal bill. Lee predicts Appeals Court will up
hold 315 exemptions he opposes, Moss wants congres
sional UHF boost. (P. 5) 

Consumer Electronics 

JAPANESE DOMINATION OF CB market is strong 
possibilitv, Tokyo Embassy warns, based on Japan
ese suppliers' plans to increase production. RCA 
close to entering field. (P. 7) 

NO REAL CHEER in Oct. sales figures, despite sta
tistical increase in total T-V over vear earlier. Inven
tories continue shift from factory ·to distributor. 
First Nov. week maintains slow ·pace. (P. 7) 

NEGATIVE-MATRIX color tube patent invalidated by 
federal court, which holds Zenith development un
patentable 'obvious' advance in art, in suit brought 
1Jy Toshiba. (P. 8) 

IMPORTS GAINED SHARE of color TV supply in first 
9 months, but lost ground in 3rd quarter as U.S. pro
duction approached 1974 levels. Further import 
gains expected in 4th quarter. (P. 9) 

GE NO, 3 IN COLOR? Wellner thinks it is, sees 
room for only 3 firms to operate profitably in field; 
1 O''o share seen 'magic point for viability. ' (P. 10) 

HOTEL TV SCRAMBLE set off by Motorola business 
sale to Sylvania, Ford's decline from active status. 
Slight improvement seen in '76 as inns replace hybrid 
sets. Free movies gain. RCA quits hotel manage
ment systems business. (P. 10) 

NET GAIN FOR FCC Vs. PASTORE: "The FCC came out of this with a net gain in terms of 
explaining what our policies are and their validity," Commission official told us last week after 
half-day spent before Sen. Pastore (D-R. I.). Commissioners, broadcast officials & public in
terest groups we talked to seemed to agree with above appraisal after airing of FCC policies 
with which Senate Communications Subcommittee chmn. disagrees. 

Comr. Hooks expressed disappointment that public interest groups opposing FCC proposals 
on ascertainment & EEO rules obscured legitimate differences with "hyperbole" (Vol. 15:45 pl). 
He & others said FCC opponents overstated their cases and were inaccurate on many points. 
"When you are dealing with a focal power like Pastore, it's very bad to mislead him," Hooks 
said. "I feel a little aggrieved that the FCC has accomplished as much as it has and then for 
everybody to ignore it." 

Pastore's main concern-as it was during hearing week before-was FCC's exemption of 
candidates' news conferences from equal time (Vol. 15:39 pl). ''You usurped the power of Con
gress, pure & simple," Pastore charged. Wiley: "No we didn't. No we didn't." Pastore: 
"So what you're doing, you're actually destroying equal time ... You went around the back door 
and invented this thing." Pastore repeatedly interrupted Wiley, asking hypothetical questions 
and demanding "yes or no" answers. Wiley & Robinson (all 7 commissioners were present) 
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lri ill.du · tr ' · pr sent nfigu
rat10n ''there' onl, room for 3 companies' too erate 
profitably in dome tic 1ark t, G 'TV usiness Dept. 
Gen. Mgr. Fred Wellner said last week. "Two ar 
already there.'' and GE thinks it's o. 3 manufacturer. 
"We'\'e been the No. 3 U.S. manufacturer of total TV 
units for several years now, and our gains his year 
may have made GE No. 3 1n color as well," said 
v,. ellner at N. Y. news briefing. "Magic p01nt for 
viabilitv in the U.S. market," he said, is 10 r share
but he conceded that other manufacturers with less 
could stay in if unprofitable TV business meshed in 
with other corp. goals or products. 

"We are in the business for the long haul," he 
said. Conceding that industry recovery has bee11 
slower than anticipated, Wellner forecast 1975 color 
sales at 6. 8-6. 9 million, 5. 2-5. 3 million b&w, rising 
to 8. 5-8. 7 million & 5. 4-5. 6 nullton in 1976, with 
replacements topping primary-set sales and consoles 
holding steady al 33-35 of market. He saw major 
rndustrj preoccupation from now on as impronng re
liability to hold down warranty costs and makrng sets 
simpler to operate. 

If b&w picture tube sources dry up in U.S., GE 
still won't get out of monochrome, he said. "We'll 
buy tubes from the Far East, if necessary." 

As to Japanese competition-"it's here to stay. 
But we hope they'll become a little more reasonable 
when the market recovers. Some of their prices are 
unbelievable." He said some Japanese firms were 
selling "proportionately for less here than in Japan" 
and saw no "undeniable" facts to indicate Japanese 
aren't dumping. 

On products-of-the-future, he made these com
ments: (1) Projection TV-GE's projection work 
ongrnally was designed for consumer area, but "we 
have no immediate plans-we can't justify develop
ment costs." Nevertheless, final decision hasn 't been 
made . (2) Videodisc-"To look at it as the next step 
is utter foolishness. I don't want to be a dead pioneer ... 
(3) Video games- "a specialized market for the small 
guy. GE has absolutely no interest in that business." 

With soaring costs, cutthroat competition, in
creasing govt. regulation, breakeven point of TV 
manufacturing 1s climbing "by leaps & bounds," 
Wellner said. "If a manufacturer can't do $300 mil
lion in TV, he won't be able to break even." 

HOTEL TV SCRAMBLE : TV makers were dig[!ing 
for business and into each other last week at Hotel
Motel Show in N. Y. in scramble resulting from shake
out which included sale of Motorola business to Syl
vania (Vol. 15:40 plO) and dropout of Ford's (Philco) 
Telesound from active status. 

Major new candidate for powerhouse status in 
field is Zenith, which won Holiday Inn contract and 
is understood ready to announce pact with Sheraton. 
Special Mkts. Mgr. Joseph Stephano claimed No. 2 
spot (after RCA Service Co.) for Zenith, which deals 
through distributors except in national-account area, 
Several other manufacturers pooh-poohed Zenith's 
claim, saying it was rich in contracts, not actual 
sales. 

NOVEMBllR 1 

t 
n e . , 

from this year., v r o · 
some 85r of busi s. ~ rs 

aw replacement mark hi 
customers scrap h}brid te 

RCA Service Co.'s Walt Seuren saw 
mood" in hotel-motel busines despiie lack of build-
111µ;. He said there's interest in replacin~ hybrids 
with SS because of s.iving 111 r<>pair costs. Most 
hotel sets arc installed on 5-VP,ll' lease. whicl means 
almost all new contracts are to replace hybrid sets. 
Other TV manufacturer-distributor exh ·bi tors at show 
were Admiral, GE & T<>lerent. 

Hotel movies were represented by 3 nationwide 
firms in "free" movie field-no pay-TV companies. 
Inn-R 10111 \Io\'ips Pres. '.\1ax f3randerbit said his firm 
now has contracts with 100 inns in 35 stales. He es
timates existence of 7-10 national & regional free
movie suppliers (free lo 6ruests, that is, not to hotels), 
serving perhaps 60-70, 000 rooms. as compared with 
somewhat fewer rooms served by pay-TV movie 
firms. Pres. Ernest Bogen of First Cine-Tel said 
his company had more than 200 locations and over 
30,000 rooms. Also exhibiting was Inflight Ser\'ices, 
whose officials declined all comment about number 
of installations. 

This year's hotel show was smallest \1·e've seen 
in all our years of covering annual N. Y. e,·ent-with 
very little new building going on and owners tight
fisted about added expenditures. At week's end, it 
was learned tl1at RCA was discontinuing ils Dataway 
hotel-motel management systems business and of
fering it for sale as result of new-construction slow
down (see below). .. 

RCA is quitting hotel-mote! management systems 
business and transferring Palm Beach, Fla. plant 
from Govt. & Commercial Systems to Solid-State 
Div. In addition to hotel systems, plant has pro
duced subassemblies on subcontract basis for other 
manufacturers-notably Xerox, which canceled its 
circuit-board contract when it left computer busi
ness. RCA said it will try to reassign some of 
plant's approximately 500 employes to Solid-State 
Div .. which plans to start production there in first 
quarter. Div. spokesman said plant would have 
"most sophisticated wafer-fabrication facility," ini
tially would produce IC memories. 

Advent has no plans to enter TV game field, 
says Chmn. Peter Sprague, denying our report of 
last week (Vol. 15:45 p14). Sprague, who also is 
chmn. of National Semiconductor, said his comments 
in report referred to game plans of NS's Novus 
Div., which hopes to have prototype of program
mable-chip "interactive color-generation device" 
in Jan . , as previously announced. "Advent will just 
watch" game field, he said. "If anybody should 
make a game which looks better on a Videobeam," 
Advent will determine whether it could be adapted 
to projection system. NS, he said, is looking "way 
beyond games" in field of interactive video. 
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SUMMARY- INDEX OF WEEK'S NEWS 

Broadcast 

GLOBAL PICTURE OF TV: ets in use total 364 
million, up 20 million. C')lor passes 100 million. 
TV now in 147 countnEs. (P. 1) 

TvB MOOD ALL UPBEAT: Optimism prevails-bull
ish on 1975, next ~-ear. CBS's Blank makes projec
tions. (P. 2) 

ABC'S 'SPACE CADET' PLAN: Network considers 
switch to mixed ground-satellite distribution. (P. 2) 

NAEB WASHINGTON CONVENTION outdraws Las 
Vegas b'r 500. Fellows optimistic on NAEB future. 
others not. Bagdikian blames PTV 's woes on com
mercial broadcasting. (P. 4) 

FCC-MIXED REACTION OUT WEST: 'Hissing & 
booing' in L. A.; controversy in San Francisco; 
'best meeting we've had' in Denver. (P. 4) 

COPYRIGHT REVISION reported out by Senate .Judi
ciarv: Tunney wants shorter review interval. RinJ!;er 
prepares new TV archive proposal. (P. 5) 

STRONG NAB TOUR WINDUP in Denver & San Fran
cisco. Congressmen predict renewal bill. Wasil
ewski says broadcasters have 'mutually trustworthy' 
relationship with Ford. (P. 5) 

Consumer Electronics 

HEAVY 1975 INVENTORIES still in retailers' hands, 
according to survey \I. hich indicates that less than 
half of Oct. color TV sales were '76 models. (P. 7) 

GE SELLS OLYMPIC 18. 800 color & monochrome 
TVs made for Grant's Bradford label at $2 million. 
Olympic creditors get Chapter XI plan, sue former 
Olympic parent Lear-Siegler. (P. 7) 

VIDEO GAMES INDUSTRY aiming at home market 
with improved versions of table-tennis concept. new 
breed of more sophisticated games primed for '76 
introduction. Future of interactive devices goes be
yond game field. (P. 8) 

RCA DROPS MAG TAPE. citing costs. small market 
potential, desire to concentrate on TV & videodisc. 
Philips calls optical videodisc interchangeability 
'essentially complete.' contemplates educational & ' 
instructional market. (P. 10) 

EIA'S CB SHOWS-CES & PC-76-vi.e for exhibitors 
& attendees. Programs for Winter CES & Las Ve!!;as 
event feature govt. panelists. (P. 10) 

AUDIO IMPORTS in first 9 months well down from 
first half. Transceivers. FM table radios, post 
gains. (P. 11) 

GLOBAL PICTURE OF TV EXPANSION: World's TV sets in use total some 364 million, up 20 
million from last year-according to our latest country-by-country compilation. Color receivers 
surpassed 100 million for first time, up from 87 million, while b&w sets rose to 264 million 
from 257 million. 

U.S. is by far dominant figure in both b&w and color. Its estimated b&w sets in use actually 
slipped somewhat-to 63. 4 million from 64. 45 million-while color rose to 57. 7 million from 
52. 55 million. Most of figures are obtained from govt. communications agencies: others are 
obtained from international broadcasting organizations, manufacturers, news reports, etc. We 
believe bulk of figures are reliable, but reports from some countries (generally very small) are 
sketchy. Most figures represent totals as of spring of this year. 

Here are top 10 nations in b&w receivers: U.S., 63.4 million: _D~SR, 50 million (b~w_and 
color, no breakdown); W. Germany, 13. 25 million; Italy, 12 . 45 milhon: France, 12 m1lhon: 
United Kingdom, 10. 9 million: Brazil, 8. 5 million: Spain, 6.12 million: Japan, 5. 7 million: 
Canada, 5. 7 million. 

Top 10 in color: U.S., 57. 7 million; J~p~, 19. 8 million; Un~te_d Kingdom, 6. 82 mil~io_n: . 
w. Germany, 4. 35 million: Canada, 4. 1 m1lhon; France, l. 71 n11ll10n: Sweden, l. 27 milhon, 
Netherlands, 1 million: Mexico, 480,000: Switzerland, 400,000. 

Tabulation shows 146 countries with TV, with following added since last year: Angola, 



VIDEO GAMES PLAYING TO HOME MARKET: Once confined to 25¢ -a-play coin-op & limited
funct10n consumer units. video games industry is on verge of major expansion into potentially 
lucrative home market. 

Coming year will see 2nd generation of basic home table-tennis games-many in c~lo: , all 
offering expanded range of games, more versatile controls-plus variety of more soplusticated 
games closely paralleling auto racing, attack & others now in coin-op field. 

At least 2 firms-Novus & Universal Research Labs--will show new full-color versions of 
table-tennis games during 1976, and Atari will take hotel suite at Winter CES to discuss new 
home units scheduled for spring introduction with retail accounts. Atari Mktg. Vp Gene Lipkin 
told us new games will be closely related to coin-op line, which includes such electronic games 
as "Trak 10" (auto racing), "Jet Fighter" & "Jaws." He said prices could range $80-$170 but 
wouldn't put figure on number of new models. Atari also will unveil home "Pong" unit under 
Atari name in Jan., at about same $99 price charged by Sears. 

"Pong" is now marketed only by Sears, as first product in new ''Tele-Games'' line, and 
Lipkin indicated chain will add new Atari models to line some time next year. Other chains 
also are moving into field. Spokesman for Penney says it's now working on game program, will 
have something in catalog by next year. Montgomery Ward lists original Magnavox "Odyssey" 
unit for $100 in Christmas catalog, will probably offer new "Odyssey 100" & "Odyssey 200" later. 

Cheapest game on market 1s $65 "TV Tennis,'' developed for Executive Games by MIT. Ini
tial shipments were scheduled for this week, according to Sales Vp Cy Miller. Firm will add 
2nd MIT-developed unit during 1976, probably at slightly higher price, he said. New game will 
be variation on tennis concept, but Miller says company hopes to expand into other game areas 
during 197 7. 

Prices will drop rapidly, according to those in field. "By this time next year, we '11 all have 
games for under $75 retail," according to Ronald Rutkowskie, mktg. vp of Control Sales, which 
markets Universal Research games. And Lipkin says that although Atari "won't be in there drop
ping prices to make a market, $100 is not the bottom." 

Dominance of ping-pong games will begin to fade in next year or 2, most firms agree. These 
"will be primitive compared to the microprocessor-equipper:I games" to come off drawing boards 
over next 2-3 years, according to Thomas Connors, Pres. of Mirco, Phoenix, whose Game Div. 
produces coin-op units, is now developing home games. 

• 
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ext ending beyond ga me fi eld, howe ver. Novus is 
p ' 'int eractive color-generation device" (Vol. 15:46 

"Int erface Mark IV, possiblv educational-instruc-
e & TY set (Vol. 15:39 p8). 

Both new Odys seys are now oe ina delive r ed. according to Magnavox Electronic Games Prod
uct Mgr . ohn Helms. with r e solution of problem of late IC deliveries from Texas Instruments 
(V ol. 15:42 P 10). New Odvss evs-2-game ve r s i n at $90 and 3-game model with on-screen scor-
111 !;" at $120-will probabJ ' be joined bv new ga me some tim e in 1976, Helms said. 

Newest player in, ideo game field is National Semiconductor, but previous plan to introduce 
No,·us game with plug -in accessory cartrictges to provirle arl cl itional games has been scrapped. 
No,·u. now says 8-color unit featurin g tennis, hockey & hahdball will be shown to public around 
midyear. It's not known whether firm is going ahead with plan to display game at Jan. CES. 

Other new game will come from Universal Research Labs, which will replace $300 'Video 
Action II" 3-game b&w unit with $200 battery-operated 'Video Action III" color game at Winter 
CES. New unit has robot feature which allows player to play against machine, is smaller than 
current game. 

Broadmoor now offers ''Video Action II" under "Four-play" brand including b&w set, $380 
(12"), $399 (16") & $449 (19"). We learned, however, that Broadmoor is working on own games, 
will show them at June CES. New games, to be designed by Broadmoor and produced in Far 
East are understood to differ from conventional games, will have some educational applications. 
Spokesman would say only that units will have "dynamic new features." Firm hasn't decided 
whether they'll be offered as package with TV sets or individually. 

GE met with Bureau of Radiological Health of
ficials in Washin1-,rton last week to press case for ex
emption from recall of some 36 , 000 GE & Hotpoint 
microwave ovens agency says don't comply with radia
tion standards (Vol. 15:45 pll}. GE is standing firm 
on position units meet all safety requirements. Com
pany & I3RH are exchanging additional technical data, 
,l!ld I3RH is expected to rule on exemption request 
next month. GE has right to legal appeal of turndown. 
Amana, meanwhile. is drawing some criticism be
cause of ads boasting its ovens are so safe they' re 
exempt from BRH warning label requirements. 
There's feeling ads could cause negative conswner 
attitude toward industry. 

Color TV buying plans bucked downtrend 111 Con
ference Board's bimonthly Buying Plans Index, show
ing slight rise in Sept.-Oct. to 6. 3c,o of families from 
6. 2rc in July-Aug., although auto & appliance plans 
declined and Consumer Confidence Inc!ex dropped 5 
points to 72, 1 (1969-70=100}. Color buying plans 
were up from year earlier (6. 2%), but down from 1975 
high of 7. 1 °!: set in May-June. Monochrome TV buying 
plans fell sharply to 1. 7% from 2. 1% in July-Aug. & 
2% in Sept.-Oct. 1974. 

New sets: Sylvania adds 25" color console 
with GT-Matic II al $630, b&w 12" at $130 & $140, 
new low-end component stereo system at $270, com
pact stereo at $220, $300 & $350, four mid-line 
consoles with 8-track record at $420. 

Tenth anniversary of Porta Color set is being 
celebrated in GE promotion, which notes that 1. 3 
million have been sold and that 10" set carries 
same suggested list as its predecessor of 10 years 
ago. 

General Motors' refusal to rnstall windshield 
antennas in new cars ordered without factory radios 
is berng challenged in $70-million antitrust suit filed 
in N. Y. Dist. Court by Queens retailer Checkmate 
Stereo, on behalf of 20,000 other independent dealers 
& rnstallers. Earlier this year, Ford settled similar 
suit, brought by Automatic Radio in 1963, which 
charged Ford restrained auto radio trade by refusing 
to drill holes in dashboards of cars without factory
rnstalled radios (Vol. 15:12 pll}. 

Treasury is removing Toshiba from list of com
panies covered by 1970 finding that Japan-made tuners 
for consumer electronics were being dumped here 
(Vol. 10:16 p7 et seq.). Since then, dumping duties 
have been assessed on only 3 shipments of Toshiba
made tuners, and each time dumping margins were 
minimal. Toshiba, 11th company to win exclusion, 
has made written assurances against future less-than
fair-value sales, Treasury said. 

Mallory will build $6. ?-million Duracell battery 
plant in Lancaster, S. C. next year. Company said 
world market for high-performance batteries will top 
$170 million this year, double by 1980. Union CarbidE 
said its battery sales should top $550 milliond; up 10% 
from 1974, predicted industry would have 10 ,o annual 
growth in next 5 years, estimated battery sales for 
watches alone would be $500-$800 million by 1980. 

Component orders by distributors in Sept. were 
up 3. 2% in value from Aug., 28. 7% from Sept. 1974, 
EIA regorts. Through 9 months, value of orders was 
up 1. 8 1c from year earlier. Full-period orders for 
electron tubes of all types were down 4. 7~ , passive 
component orders off 31. 2c:-'c, while all other compo
nents as group had 23. 8 ,c increase. 
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John Helms, ex-Motorola & onetime Quasar. 
becomes Magnavox electronic games product mgr., 
succeedmg Robert Fritsche. now with Beatrice Foods : 
Ronald Marsiglio, ex-Zenith, named modular audio 
product mgr ... Donald Dickson, onetime RCA Sales 
Co. pres .. r esigns as staff vp, SelectaV1s ion disc 
mktg. deYelopment ... Capehart Pres . Robert Kropp 
elected chmn. , post he's held on interim basis since 
res ignation of Leonard Kaye (Vol. 15:37 pll) ... Wil
liam Nigh, ex-Motorola, shifts to Svlvania Institu
tional TV & Electronics Div. as mktg . services mgr. 

Gloria Miner, ex-mdsg. support services mgr., 
promoted to Quasar sales promotion mgr ... Allen 
Jacobson, former 3M Europe operations vp, named 
tape & allied products vp ... John Bubbers, former 
vp-gen. mgr., named pres. of Audio Dynamics ... 
Joseph Keller, asst. treas., and Burt Lavine, ad & 
sales promotion dir .. elected vps, Zenith of N. y. 

Charles Fazio, ex-Automotive Products Group 
pres., appointed Rockwell International operations & 
corp. vp, and named to Operations Committee ... 
Charles Farrington. ex-Financial Relations Board 
joins Superscope as corp. communications dir .; J~hn 
Furtak, ex-Cal. Newspaper Publisher Assn., named 
PR mgr. 

Robert Pulver, GE creative services ad & sales 
promotion operations mgr., named gen. mgr. of in
house GE ad unit ... William Robinson named James 
B. Lansing Sound Consumer Div. national sales mgr.: 
Richard May becomes product mgr •. . Lauren Davies , 
former mktg. vp, promoted to Craig senior mktg. 
vp ... Paul Lego, Westinghouse Electronic Compon
ents Divs. gen. mgr .. awarded firm's Order of Merit. 

David Hahn, former Fairchild communications 
equipment mgr., becomes gen. mgr. of new Micro-
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systems Div ... Pierre Essig, ex-Non1s , joins 
Microma as product mktg . mgr ... Richard Abraham, 
ex-Motorola, named Fairchild Bipolar Memory Div. 
vp-gen. mgr ... Dennis Bruch, ex-Teledyne, joins 
National Semiconductor as metal-package transistors. 
mktg. mgr., succeeding Mike Bond, now with the 
Quality & Reliability Assurance Dept. 

George Neranchi, ex-Rockwell, joins Sylvania 
as western div. planning & mktg. research mgr ... 
steven Olin, Unitrex national sales mgr., named 
mktg. vp, new post. 

Obituary 

Philip Rogers Mallory, 90, who founded compo
nent & battery manufacturer P.R. Mallory & Co. in 
1916, died Nov. 16 at his home on Fishers Island, 
N. Y. He served as Mallory pres. until 1946, chmn. 
~ntil 1954. Survivors are his wife, daughter, 2 sons 
rncluding G. Barron Mallory, former Mallory chmn. 
& pres. 

Leo Shwnavon, 69. NATESA Secy. Gen., died 
Nov. 18 after heart attack at his home in St. Peters
burg. He's survived by widow, daughter. 

I 



Broadcast 

WESH-TV RENEWAL IN JEOPARDY ts e1mm1c;-
, io wrs tak anntlwr l >r>k 'l' prnpn'>ed dPcis1on lcnv 
int',. ,1111wtitor IIPl\V Dec. n ec>ti,, c;c 11c lule fir 
L' lll II ISSI lllPrS. p. 1 l 

CABLE IN 15. 3% OF U. S, TV HOMES. Latest 
Tt Jeyisi-11 Digest c•impilation shows 10. 'l million 
C'\T\'ho,ws. Gr•ll\th.,JackP•1sfroml'.2 t 10. 
HqJ"rt" w ,-,i,e, cl'111l'd capau'\. t p 10, year!, 

r ll\ 1 7 ,incP l"l')2. P. 2' 

RCA SATELLITE PLEA: Globcom ur~ c>s FC'C t 1 

take 'i,, nE'diatE action' 0r risk ielaYI'1h DEc. 12 
lau'1ch. C'roc;s-pnlarizath,. prc'be-i. 1 P. 3 

JUDGES ASK NO QUESTIONS. much lo surprise of 
laywers, at Cnurt ar••umcnt on FCC' equal-lime PX

P np•ions. 'P. 3\ 

CABLE ORIGINATIONS: '\CTA directorv shows 492 
systems sening 4. 3 milli ,n homes. About 50"<: offer 
ach·crtising, ;weragc $14,000 each. Sports •11aj0r 
ser\'icc P. 4) 

0MB PROPOSES TO CUT ETV facilities act frn•n 
$12. 5 million to S7 million for fiscal 1976. (P. 4) 

FORMER FCC CHMN. PORTER DIES: 'Workhorse 
of t'1e New Deal' headed Commission 1944-46: part
ner in major Jaw firm. (P. 5) 

er electronics & a.Hied fields 
=------- ---
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RECORD COLOR EXPORTS t l. . ' 1p ,,d I\ Tapan 
in Oct., with shipment-. ·.1p 62. 5 ~ frn'11 1974 1111nth. 
Producer; strain to kct>p productinn up. Commerce 
s•uct\ set''S prier a'i ust 0n f1ct0r ir dP nise o' I,;, S. 
,,n.,~, .. rer electr,mics >utput hasC'. 1P. 6) 

PROJECTION TV acti\'itv quickens. as small regional 
firr s (•1ter field. Ind. ,,,,mpanv slates 1. 000-per
n'onth ,utput. Persistent rep,Jrt-. in,!icatp majC'r TV 
n>aker enterinE! field with new multiple element 
frPsnPl lens svstem. (P. 7) 

CONSOLES' SHARE OF COLOR ·narket conti'1ues 
'1if.(I., runnin1; at 12. 8 ~, 'lf produdion -plus -imports 
mix in 3rd quarter & first 9 months. Gains ret?;is-
lered lJ\ 19" & 13" color portables. 1 P. 7) v 

HALLICRAFTERS RE-ENTERING CB market after 
acquisition bv Breaker. will 111lroduce 5-model line 
in spring, switch lo tot.ti domestic production in 
summer. Radio SI ack begins transceiver pro
duction 111 Tokvo plant. /p. 9) 

DUTY-FREE IMPORT list of developing countries & 
eligible products excludes TV sets, car radios. other 
import-sensitive electronics. withhold preferences 
for m,>st Far E,tst-made radios, l\Iexican calcula
tors. (P. 9) 

WESH-TV RENEWAL IN JEOPARDY: Central Fla. Enterprises, composed of about 2 dozen 
Daytona Beach-Orlando citizens-none with broadcast experience-is very close to wresting 
Ch. 2 from WESH-TV, owned by Cowles Communications. Last week, FCC discussed draft 
decision-written under supervision of Con1r. Reid-which would have renewed WESH-TV, but 
case now is very much up in air with Cowles in serious danger of losing. 

Adverse issues to Cowles are management-ownershi integration, diversification, mail
fraud by subsidiary of parent company and misrepresentation alleged move of main studio 
from Daytona Beach suburb to Orlando suburb \vithout permission). Also, some commissioners 
reportedly feel station's programming has been sub-par, but that isn't likely to show up as 
reason in decision. Major plusses for Central F1a. are integration, diversification and 2 black 
principals-one of whom (George Schanck) plans to spend 40c of his time working for station, 
another (George Engram), 10%. 

Commissioners & officials at FCC won't discuss adjudicatory case but it's known to be very 
close-probably leaning toward Central-despite earlier instructions to staff to grant WESH-TV 
renewal. At last week's discussion, several commissioners indicated desire to take another 
look. Chief FCC Judge Chester Naumowicz recommended WESH-TV renewal 2 years ago, de
spite finding of "improper conduct" by Cowles (Vol. 13:50 p5). Some commissioners now feel 
Naumowicz didn't give proper weight to several adverse findings relating to Cowles. 



Analysis of hlal-market ct,_ 1 

made in U.S. in vcar's first 9 months were cm 
earlier. In 3rd quarter. percentage rose to 41. . 40. l,.n in 3r 
consoles increased in number as well as share of market 111 3rcl quJ.rte 
in same 1974 period. Since figures represent production rather than s be 
going rnto ilwentor:v rather than consumer homes-but that seems unlike turers 
have been increasinf?; consoles' share of total mix for more than year now-pres . n basis 
of demand. 

Third quarter saw virtual end of hybrid color production & import, with 92.4% of total all
solid-state. For first 3 quarters, 88. 2t0 were solid-slate (including 97. 1' n of consoles) vs. 
only 69C'fi in same 1974 period. In monochrome. 67. lC: wer SS, ,·s. 34'o in 1974's first 9 
months. Remote-control models continued to run about same as fir. t-half pace-some 6. 5'n 
of all color sets. 

In screen sizes, 19'' ,\as bi~ gainer in color at ex-pense of all smaller s.z,(s except 13". 
In first 3 quarters, 19" represented 58. 3'~ of colrn• pcrL1ble-tablt' model prcduction plus imports, 
compared with 48. 3"o for full-vear 1974. Part of increase represented clemic.e of 18", which 
represented 6. 8r'l of portable-table mix in 1974 but onlv 1. 7co this year, but major factor un
doubtedly is increase in imports of 19' size. Other color sizes showing increased share of 
portable-table mix: 13-15'' to 13. 9~o from 12.4c'o 111 full vear 1974 (new breakout shows 13" as 
7S, 14-15" as 6. 9ro); 21" at 2n;, slightly up from 1. 9c;; 23-25" 3. 5''b vs. 3. 1 % last vear. 
Registering· declines were 16-17" at 12.1% (down from 18%), 12" & smaller at 8.6S (from 9.5%). 

Monochrome screen size analysis shows 12" consolidating hold on market, representing 
52. 3°0 of portable-tables, up from 49. 9' 0 in full-year 1974. Consoles & big-screen table models 
(20'' & up) have just about disappeared from b&w scene-former representing 1. 6c,,, of total b&w 
mix and latter 0. 6~ of portable-table mi.x in first 9 months vs. 2 ,, ea.ch for 1974. Tinvvision 
(10'' & smaller) increased portable-table share to 18lo from 14. 71r; 18-19'' went up sli-ghtlv to 
20.7lc from 20.2(n. Decreases were shown in 13-15'' (3.9 r from 4.8r) & 16-17" (4.5', from 7.2' ). 

Additional consent agreements with audio manu
facturers banning alleged vertical price-fixing are 
imminent, FTC told IHF members at get-together last 
week. N. Y. City Regional Dir. Richard Givens 
\\ ouldn 't say when agreements might be issued or how 
man} firms are in\'Ol\'ed but warned manufacturers 
they 're already essentially bound by prO\ is ions of 
a 6 1 eements signed with Pioneer, Sherwood. TEAC 
& Sansui 'Vol. 15:34 p7J, G1\'ens also hinted FTC 
mcl\ kuk lllto charf;eS by some producers that rc
lailers HE usin~ certain lines 111 illegal bait-&-switch 
pru111l'l10ns. On€ maior manufacturer told FTC that 
since his firm \\ ent off fa1r trade, manv retailers are 
promotrnL Ins products al unrealistic,1lly low pnces 
to draw traffic. then switchrns customers to higher
priced merchandise. 

Video games selling under $65 retail, offerino 6 
games, are cl JSe to reality, r{ue t > new GI se•nic~~1-
ductor chip sellin1; for $5-$6, Electronics magazine 
s_avs. _Story quotes GI executive as saving 1. 25 mil
lion clups ha, e been '\ erbally sold" rn u. S., pending 
customer approval of production units. ExecutiYe -
added that TV maker is potential customer and is con
s_1dering incorporation of chip-based system in top-of
llllP set.s. Chip is capable of programming 1-& 2-play
er_ tenms, soccer & related games, and 2 rifle games 
usmg photocell. 

Economic recovery will continue through 1976, 
but no boom is in prospect, Conference Bo,1rd's Ec
onomic Forum will report today. RCA Vp Robert 
Eggert, Forum spokesman on consumer income. 
spending & savinh. forecasts ~ear ')f persistent, 
moderate improYement in consumer spending. yield
ing about 5 increase in ··real" expenditures, 10. 7' 
in dolla1 \Olumc. As result of backlog in demand for 
consumer ourables, Esger t secs •·considerable im
pr >Vcmcnt" in dollar outla\. led by sales of 10. 2 
million n1tos, up 20 . He suggests about 9' in
crease in dispos..i.blc personal income, personal 
savings down to 4-year low of less than 7'c. ''Elec
tion years," he notes, "tend to be exp<msionary." 

RCA & Zenith introduced new sets at distributor 
meetings last week. From RCA came 4 new Color
Tr,tk models, including first 19" with remote Con-
trol Center, forecast here last month (Vol. 15:43 pll). 
at $725. Also introduced: 19" ColorTrak with 20-
chaimel electronic tw1ing at $530: lower-priced, 
more compact 25'' ColorTraks at $840 & $850 (pre
vious starting price was $900); wide-cabinet 25'' 
XL-100 consoles at $650, two at $660. Zenith added 
23" color console at $640, six-band portable radio 
at $120, two stereo consoles at open list & $340, FM
AM portable at $50. 
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HALLICRAFTERS BACK IN Cl3: Le di1,g figure in 
CB durin pre-boom davs. llallicr fters will move 
back into market U1js sprin i h lin of 5 units. in-
cluding base station · single-sicleb,uid mod 1. De 
c1sion is re ult of ffallicraft rs' acquisition U1is 
month by I3reak t Cnrp .. Tex. µroducer of en ,1c
cessories & anlC'nnas. Hallicrafters en !inf was 
eliminated rn late 1960 wh n firm was sold to North
rop. First CO units reportedly will be ,1ssembled in 
i_;, S. plant on ch,tss1s purchased in Far Ed.st. but 
firm hopes to phase in complete domestic production 
by sum mC' r. 

Confidence• in future of CR market is refl(>ctcd 
in other de,·elopments 1t manuf,tcturer level. includ
ing decision b'i Hadw ShJ.ck to begin production of 
mobile transceivers 111 its Tokvo fJ.cton this spring. 
Mosl CB production has been ,tt its Kore,1 pl,Ull. 
R,tdio Sh,1ck intends to' keep its pre-eminent position 
in this field." according t(J Pres. Lewis Kornfeld. 
He added that current popularity "will also impact 
Ltvo1 .tbly on our factories makrng .uitennas, co-ax. 
crystals. power supplies & accessories ." Growing 
antenn,1 field is also proving attractive, and Pearce
Simpson says it will introduce new antenna line "lo 
capture a signific.mt share" of market. 

Full line of P-S CB & marine antennas will be 
produced 111 Miami plant of parent Gladding' s U.S. 
FibC'rglass Industrial Div. Spokesman said CB & 
marine radios, accessories & antennas should ac
cmmt for more th,m 50r~ of Cladding's proiected sales 
of $80 million in fiscal 1975. 

Other developments: Chrysler has chosen Kraco 
as supplier of 3 CB units at low, mediW11 & high 
price points for s,tle as dealer-installed option 
through Mopar, service & replacement parts div. 
Kraco models are full 23-channel tmits. will be of
fered with 2 antennas. Other supplier being consid
ered by Chrysler was E. F. Johnson, which sells 
"Messenger 130 A" uni 1. to General Motors (Vol. 
15:45 p13) . CB w1it Magnavox is making for John
son (Vol. 15:42 p8) is ''Messenger 123A,'' at $160, 
one of firm's 3 best-selling models. 

• 
Legal battle royal is shaping up in burgeoning Yid-

eo game industry with at least 4 court actions under 
way involying game patents owned by Sanders Assoc., 
of Nashua, N. H. In 2 separate suits, Magnavox
which claims exclusiye worldwide license rights to 
Sanders patents-has filed infringement charges 
against Bally, Midway, Seeburg, other coin-op pro
ducers, and against Sears, which markets Atari's 
"Pong" game . Other 2-suits are declaratory judgment 
actions by Atari & Midway against Magnavox & Sanders . 
Magnavox says it has licensed Contronics Data Com
puter to make, use & sell Yideo games in U.S. under 
Sanders patents. European Magnavox licensees are 
Videomaster, Redbourn (U. K.), Zanussi (Italy) & 
Interton (West Germany) . 

Algeria slapped at France by choosing PAL color 
system over SECAM in move seen as reyenge for de
clining French purchases there. GTE International 
is building huge consumer electronics plant for Alge
rian govt . , including color picture tube & TV manu
facturing capacity . 
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TRADE PREFERENCE LIST: Prr,tection from ex
cessive forei~ competition is provided for domestic 
producers of most import-sensitive electronic prod
ucts in trade preference list released last week b, 
While House. List designates countries & territ~ries 
deemed to be "de\'eloping," and whose manufactured 
products ,tre entitled to dutv-free entrv under 1974 
Trade Act. It also contam~ list of ite~s excluded tr, 
prevent in,1ur~· to l. S. manufacturers. 

Electronic items not getting duty-free treatment 
include TV. auto radios. radio-recorder combina
tions, phonos & rJ.d10-phonos, color picture tubes, 
receiving tubes, transistors. ICs & other semicon
ductors. capacitors & resistors. Items getting duly
free treatment include ,tudio & video tape recorders. 
transceivers. TV cameras, loudspeakers. headphones. 
amplifiers. b&'W picture tubes & mag11etic tape. 

Following products .tre duty-free when shipped 
from de\·eloping countries other than those in paren
theses: Calculators. switches & circuit boards 
(Mexico): audio & video tape players (Taiwan): home 
radios (Taiwan. Hong Kong, Korea & Singapore). 
Other electronics exporting countries on duty-free 
list include Brazil, Malaysia, Trinidad & T~bago. 

Preferential treatment isn't open-ended. CoW1trv 
can lose benefit for specific product when total value · 
of unports exceeds $25 million annually, or if such 
shipments account for 50 o of total U.S. imports of 
that product. To discourage any rush by ineligible 
companies to set up export-assembl v operations in 
preference cow1tries, Act specifies that minimum of 
3 5 c of value of duty-free product represent material 
or l,tbor added in countrv of ori ~in. 

• Watch watch: Gramex-American is Joint venture 
of Gramex, Switzerland, & Bund} Corp ., Detroit, to 
produce stainless-steel & gold-plated brass cases for 
electronic watches. Case finishing opera hons on 
semi-finished cases furnished by Gramex S. A. are 
set to begin in Jan ., case production following year .. . 
Hughes Microelectronics has placed orders for 3. 3 
mill10n trimmer capacitors with Erie, Matsushita, 
Sprague & Stettner for 1976 watch module production ... 
First electronic watch kit for consumers is $30 unit 
from U. K. 's Sinclair. Watch in complete form will 
retail at $50. Sinclair gave up plan to sell miniature 
hi-fi components. still expects to offer 2" pocket TV 
next year . .. Intersil is quitting watches, says mar 
keting costs are too high, will continue as parts sup
plier. 

Serious & growing radio interference problems 
created by coin-op video games may lead to regulatory 
action by FCC. Moving on staff recommendations, 
Commission is expected to adopt notice of inquirv or 
rulemaking proceeding aimed at bringing games under 
tighter FCC jurisdiction. Though FCC has general 
authority to control manufacture of anything capable 
of generating interference, practical economic con
siderations force it to limit activities to known prob
lems. For example, FCC staff has decided that for 
time being TV signal generators and other similar 
test equipment will be considered professional prod
ucts exempt from certification as Class I devices. 
Fee for certifying such devices, including videoplayers 
& TV cameras with RF output, is $2, 000. 
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Broadcast 

FORD FREEZES REGULATORY AGENCIES for 1977 
in ''1,) growtl•' pohcv designed •o minimize govt. role 
in economv. FCC & FTC to appeal. (P. 1) 

NCTA'S SCHMIDT MOVES: Drops Lipsen & Seeger, 
will outline plans to board this week. Replacements 
not yet selected. (P. 2) 

FCC SPENDS FOR RESEARCH: Major studv ordered 
of station financial reports. Cable Bureau wants 
huge boost in $10,000 allocated for distant-signal 
studv, Best. I3ureau $120,000 for clear-channel 
listening patterns. FCC has allocated $367, 000 of 
S857, 000 on hand for research. (P. 2) 

GOVT. RURAL CATV LOAN: First Agriculture 
FmI!A funds, $1,238,000, go to Wis. cooperative, 
disturbs NAB committee which fears 'massive' 
federal prograP1. FmHA official 'not aware' of 
more. None permitted from REA. Pa. has first IDA 
tax-exempt loan. (P. 3) 

FCC EN BANC-DIVERSITY: Quadraphonic stand
ardization sought by EIA. INTV discusses its prob
lems. Open Media seeks 'adequate access.' (P. 4) 

HOUSE COPYRIGHT HEARING ENDS with Ringer 
conclusion that tribunal is 'mandated' by compulsory 
licensing systems, 'probably' will withstand court 
test. (P. 5) 

Consumer Electronic 
':(_SS 

NOV. COLOR SALES to ---.....-- 4 on 
calendar -month basis for first vear- o-vear increase 
in 17 months. Official EIA comparison will show 
slight decline. Increase foreshadowed by Oct. retail 
sales hike. (P. 7) 

COLOR TV IMPORTS jumped 65% in Oct. to top 
183, 000, passed bv 130% leap in 19" models from 
,Japan. B&w shipments down just 2% from 1974 
month. (P. 7) 

FEW EXTENDED SHUTDOWNS scheduled for Jan., 
most TV plant holiday closings following traditional 
patterns. Sylvania to shut Smithfield plant 6-1 12 
weeks, Batavia 5-1 '2 weeks. (P. 8) 

FCC BURIED IN CB avalanche, flooded by license 
applications, user & congressional complaints. 
Commission may act on problem this week. (P. 8) 

NEW IMPORT BREAKOUTS to be reported by Com -
merce Dept. in '76 to provide better look at receiver 
& record-player movement, first picture of audio 
& video tape shipments, refinement for tape re
corders & players. (P. 9) 

'NEW' CURTIS MATHES advertises 'most expensive 
sets in America,' goes franchise route exclusively 
with sets made in Caribbean, using unique 4-year 
warranty as selling tool. (P. 10) 

FORD DECREES REGULATORY AGENCY FREEZE: President Ford will unveil on Jan. 19 next 
phase of program to reform federal regulatory agencies: Policy of ''no growth at all" in 1977. 
Confirming that Ford & 0MB treated regulatory agencies as a group in preparing Administra
tion's proposed 1977 budget, Administration officials told us freeze is part of Ford's efforts to 
de-regulate business, minimize govt. role in economy. 

0MB had tentatively granted FCC requests for additional fw1ds and personnel, but President 
Ford himself reversed decision and imposed across-the-board regulatory agency freeze, ac
cording to officials. [0MB is barred from discussing 1977 budget figures w1til after they're 
made public, but FCC's 1976 budget was about $51 million. Commission requested $57 million 
for 1977 (Vol. 15:30 p2).] Freeze would force some delays in replacing employes who leave 
Commission-in order to shift some funds from personnel to other areas with compulsory cost 
increases-but wouldn't entail absolute freeze on hiring or promotion. 

FCC Chmn. Wiley has written Ford appealing decision, at direction of Commission, but 
agency might not be too hard hit in comparison to others. We're told some agencies were 
"gutted" in attempt to realize Ford goal of $395 billion budget cap. "The blood is on every 
street," 0MB spokesman told us. He stressed, however, U1at changes could result from presi
dential appeal process. "It's an agency-by-agency decision ... The process is still going on.'' 
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Universal Researc 1 Pres. Robert Oll1ge1> said 
c;ames 111 question ' are not type-approved, but thev 
clo meet FCC specii1calions:· lie added firm has 
··temporary .i.pproval' · for "Video Ac lion II" from 
Commission-disputed by FCC spokesm,u1. Original 
'"Video Action" game produced by Eniversal, direct
coupled to TV set and sold as single Wli t. didn't fall 
tmder Class I regulations. "Video Action II'· is sold 
separately. connects to antenna terminals of conven
tion,ll TV receiver. Games type-approved by FCC 
throu1-;h latter part of No\. for use with home TV 
sets: Atari-2 models. one 11;ame: Executive Games
one model; Mag11a\·ox-6 models. 3 games. 

• 
CB Scene: FCC is asking mobile CB users to 

stay off channels immediately adjacent to emergency 
channel 9 to avoid interference with emergency calls, 
urges use of "several channels removed" from 9 ... 
Channel Master adds 10-channel mobile/home scanner 
at $170. Unit has 12-volt DC cord & car-mounting 
bracket. .. Order by Louisville judge that CB frequen
cies be jammed during Sept. civil disturbance prob
ably violated Communications Act, "raises serious 
First Amendment 1 prior restraint questions;· FCC 
says. In letter to judge, Chmn. Wiley says while 
he "fully appreciates" circumstances which led to 
decision, FCC wants order rescinded ... Hitachi con
firmed reports il will enter CB field (Vol. 15:44 p9), 
will show 3 mobile units, one base station, one SSB 
model at Jan. CES. 

Expansion of Class D 23-channel CB service 
probably won't come w1til spring or summer, FCC 
spokesman told us, despite earlier plan to act on 
changes by year's end. FCC still views expansion as 
littie more than emergency action. will eventually 
propose new CB service. Spokesman said FCC hesi
tation on creation of new service is partly result of 
certainty that any proposals will generate heavy op
position. Example is proposed Class E service 
(Vol. 15:41 p7) in 220-225-MHz band which spokes
man said would necessitate protection of Mexican & 
Canadian borders and selected military installations 
in U.S., and could present serious interference 
problems with TV Ch. 11-13. ''We want to make sure 
we don't create another interference nightmare like 
we have at 27 MHz !Class D ].'' 

Olympic International'& new hq: 26 General Pl., 
Jericho, N. Y. 11753. 

TELEVISION DIGEST-11 

Negative balance of trade rn telecommumcations 
doesn't exist when "telecommun .. cations" is properly 
d fined, OTP Acting Dir. Eger reported to House 
Communications Subcommittee Chnrn. Macdonald 
(D-Mass.). Eger wrote to report on progress made 
by lnteragenc task force on international telecom
munica 1011s trade rn turning around alleged unfavorable 
a.lance. Group decided that proper definition of 

"telecommunications equipment" excluded consumer 
electromcs, omputers, electronics and electronic 
test equipr,1ent. Resultant trade balance 1s favorable 
$340 million for first 6 months of 1975, Eger re
ported. He said group decided to leave to Special 
~rade Representative and Commerce Dept. foreign 
non-tanff barriers to international trade, would 
submit specific agend2 soon on how task force will 
deal with other barners-"certain domestic consid
erations and difficulties·· \\hich "impede full develop
ment vf the export market.·' 

"No laundry list of changes•· ism Pres. Anthony 
Conrad's pocket for RCA, he's quoted in Dec. For
tune-"I'm an evolutionist, not a revolutionist.'' 
Asked about statement in same article that RCA lost 
about $65 million in electronics manufacturing in 
first 8 months of 1975, RCA spokesman told us figure 
was "way, way too high.'' Meanwhile, RCA has 
dropped plans to build solar-heated conference center 
on 12th floor of N. Y. hq building. Spokesman said 
cost estimates had escalated from $6 to $10 million 
and that money could be put to use more effectively 
in space satellite & videodisc projects. Conference 
center idea is w1derstood to have been strongly 
backed by Chmn. Sarnoff. 

GE's first integrated consumer products promo
tion covering TV, audio, appliances & housewares 
will kick off early next year under "Happy Birthday 
America" theme, promoted heavily on network TV 
through Winter Olympics coverage and regular pro
gramming, plus radio, spot TV & newspapers. Six
week sale will offer $50 reductions on 17" & 25" color 
models, reduced prices on other color & monochrome 
sets, free AM portable with purchase of digital clock 
radios or tape recorders, housewares rebates, $50 
reductions on selected appliances . 

Japanese electronics firms are continuing to tap 
foreign capital sources. Among latest: Sanyo com
pleted offering in Europe of $20 million in 7. 5%, 15-
year bonds; Mitsubishi Electric $30 million of 15-
year convertible bonds to foreign (but not U.S.) in
vestors, later this month; Kyoto Ceramic hopes to 
raise about $25 million in U. S. in Jan. through sale 
of million ADRs representing 2 million common 
shares, funds to be used primarily to reduce debt of 
U.S. subsidiary. 

"Find a TV that beats ours and we'll get it for 
you" is theme of RCA distributor Bruno-N. Y.'s con
sumer console campaign, patterned on RCA' s fac
tory promotion to dealers which expired Nov. 30. 
Brw10 ads urge consun1ers to watch set 10 days in 
home. If they don't agree ColorTrak "really does 
'think in color,'" dealer will "replace the set at ab
solutely no cost to you with any comparable 25" 
diagonal console you'd rather have.'' 
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VIOLENC CRITICS REPORT SUrln""""": !JlJ1ti'l& r:;l'{,,c;' SANYO EYEING WARWICK acquisition .. ·eeking to 
Kn.ow ton say public response to their ~i~hl'<" become 3rd .Japanese TV maker with u. s. plant 
TV violence i 'tremendous,' 'overwhelming'-and base. Top-level Sanvo group tour.s plants. Warwick 
almo1,t all poo;itive. !P. 1) concedes discussions with unnamed firm. 1 p. 7) 

TV's SPLIT OUTLOOK. particularlv on pay cable. IS U. S, TV INDUSTRY VIABLE? Even traditional 
comes through in NAB questionnaire of industrv internationalists complain of ·unfair' Japanese tac-
leaders: 218 1,a:,· it can undermine TV. but 212 sav tics on import market. blame U.S. gm·t. for failure 
telecasting will be dominant in 1990. (P. 2) · to act. If Warwick sale goes through, 4 u. s. pro-

MacAVOY STANCE ON CABLE attacked by NAB, ducers will be foreign-owned. 1P. 8) 

which says he's not concerned if 50"'~ of stations "0 

dark. Political campaign by both NAB & NCT-A due 
for step-up. (P. 2) 

RAB JOINS NAB CONVENTION: Sales group to help 
in plannin:.;. shape 111 pr Jceeds. "vlost TV & radio 
sessions separated. Registration up to $75. !P. 4) 

NETWORKS REPORT TO FTC that regional ad con -
cept has been disappointing, although they plan lo 
continue experiment. P. 4) 

PASTORE PREDICTS COURT will reverse FCC on 
equal time exemptions for debates, news confer
ences. (P. 4) 

FCC ON LEAPFROGGING. ascertainment. rate 
rei;ulation & A::vl-Fl\1 non-duplication in 5 davs of 
meetings this week. (P. 5) 

COLOR INVENTORIES TRIMMED in "iov. as manu
facturers cut production 12% below sales to dealers. 
Color sales for 1975 headed for 6. 5 million. Mono
chrome & color sales both up in Nov. on calendar
month comparison. (P. 9) 

GAME MANUFACTURERS WARNED bv FCC against 
selling without tvpe approval. Universal Research 
pulls non -approved games off market. Computer
control could be next home game fad. (P. 10) 

NEW TV STANDARDS for higher resolution urged bv 
veteran engineer Donald Fink. FCC exploring. posi
bilities. Worldwide study to be proposed. IP. 10) 

FCC MOVES ON CB license mess but decision to 
install high-speed system won't help solve current 
snarl. Official sees applications hitting million a 
month. (P. 10) 

VIOLENCE CRITICS REPORT SUPPORT: Two critics of TV violence report that their criti
cisms have received "tremendous" and "overwhelming" response from public, practically all of 
it ''positive." Citing response as support for a crusade, they've urged members of their 2 pro
fessions-education & advertising-to join with them in working as pressure groups to improve 
TV programming. 

Remark by U.S. Education Comr. Terrel Bell that there's "too much garbage on TV, the 
krnd of programming that does not uplift or which concentrates on the sordid" (Vol. 15:42 p5) 
"generated tremendous reaction" (almost unanimously positive, according to spokesman) from 
public and broadcasting industry, Bell said in speech prepared for Fla. education conference in 
Miami Beach (speech was delivered by Exec. Deputy Comr. Duane Mattheis). Bell urged edu
cators to "help people want something better, and in that way help TV give them something 
better ... Think what it would mean if a whole generation of Americans acquired enough new in
terests and, thereby, enough self-esteem, that it would thumbs -down TV garbage and demand 
wholesome, challenging programs instead." He cited as "indicators that time may be on our 
side": (1) ''Increasing instability" of network programming. (2) "Spectacular growth" of 
cable, which means viewers ''no longer will have to rely on network & commercial programming." 

Response to plea by General Foods Media Dir. Archa Knowlton that TV advertisers should 
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ProblE n ic, that n.rn, <'OP1p::miPs intl rested in 
L;amc> field ,u-c una11an· of l'Pi--,ulati rns. "Some 0f 
these gu\',-, !MYe ne, er been im nh, ct 11 it h the elec -
tr"nics field. and the,· r!)n't knm1 .1bout nF radi,1h rn." 
FCC sp0kesn1.1n said. 'nut if it go s into the set ;is 

RF. it's a Class r drnce and it has to be appron·d. · 
He admitted that part rif problem rests with FCC it
self, ciling case where companv was told bv Atlanta 
field office that game designed to feed RF si!!;nal to 
COil\'entional T\" set through antenna terminals didn't 
need appr•1\'al. 

Companv is First Dimension of NashYille, Tenn .. 
which narro11l\ ,ff ided legal hassle with Commission 
when it began distributin£.. phnto and ran <ids of unit it 
proposed marketing without FCC ap1n•oyal. Although 
technically in Yiolation, First Dimension didn't ac
tually ship products until after tvpe-apprO\·al was 
granted Dec. 10, and FCC is inclined to let matter 
pass. Game features tennis & hockey games and 
robot (solitaire) feature, sells for $130, will be 
shown at ,Jan. CES. More serious is case of UniYer
sal Research Labs, which actually sold non-type-ap
pro,·ed versions of "Video Action II" (Vol. 15:49 pl 1). 
Firm says it recei\·ed notice of violation from FCC 
in Nm·., has now halted shipments and is taking prod
uct off retail shelves. If problems with FCC can be 
ironed out, company hopes to resume marketing early 
next year. "Recalling products is an expensive prop
osition," FCC spokesman said, "and these com -
panies would be a lot better off if thev had approval 
in the first place." 

Next generation of home \'idea games mav be in 
form of TV -game-computer interaction. At ieast 2 
firms are preparing to market computer-related de
vices \\hich haYe adyantage of offering almost infi-
nite number of games. "T\. Dazzler," bv Crom em co 
of Los Altos. Cal., will be introduced in Jan., oper
ates through connection to home computer produced 
b\ :\HTS of New Mexico. Total cost of computer & 
~ame in kit form is around $750 with accessories. 
"This is the Cadillac of the home game business," 
Pres. Roger Melen told us. '1t's completely flexible." 
Game is controlled by computer program designed bv 
user, "has infinite number of possibilities," Melen 
said. Other computer games are planned bv Com
puter Recreation (CR) of N . .J., which plans ·to offer 
such diYersions as chess, blackjack, word & math 
games, as well as do-it-yourself instructions via 
phone hookup from firm's time-sharing computer to 
customer-owned printing or CR tube readout key
board terminals. CR says customers would pav $3 
per hour for computer time plus phone charges, hopes 
to raise $200,000 through 50, 000-share offering, use 
proceeds to purchase computer, develop games & 
marketing plans. 
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Confinement to 525-linl pi hire, Fink said, 
"cleriyes fundament·1ll\· fr0111 thl incffie1enc, of T\' 
transmissi m " The, ie,1 Pr 'cloesn't knm, ll'hat he's 
missing." HP suggested ..1se f bandwidth-reduction 
techniques tn n ake po sil.Jle 1, 000-line picture with 
res0lution equi\·alent to 35-mm film, perhaps in 12-
MHz channel. He proposed sparselv populated UHF 
spectrum to inaugurate high-resolution ser\'ice. "If 
,1 new & superior qu,1litv of ser\'ice were ,ffailable 
on UHF," he adcled, "we can confidentlv predict a 
scramble to get into the act, not onh by existing 
broadcasters j. but also bv powerful entrepreneurs 
who would see the chance to get into the action bv 
forming and ablv programming a 4th network." 

Alternative and more immediate route to high
resolution TV, Fink said, would be via cable TV, 
which has more channels than it can use. Emphasiz
ing that he was speak111g for himself, not IEEE, Fink 
saw "major forward step in the TV service within 
our grasp." Meanwhile, he urged engineers to soh'e 
problems within existing standards. "The present 
depressed market cries for a major improvement 
in !receiver] design, and the signs of its coming are 
there," 

FCC MOVES ON CB MESS: Commission go-ahead 
for study on installation of high-speed license
processing system last week could be case of too 
little too late. Earliest svstem could even be ap
proved is 6 months, periocl during which monthly 
flow of applications into FCC is expected to swell 
from current 300, 000 level to 1 million. Safety & 
Special Bureau Chief Charles Higginbotham told us 
internal study on needs will take about 1-1 12 months, 
contract bids will be awarded after 3 months and final 
report will ''be in hand" in 6 months. 'We'll just 
have to live with it," he said-"there's no magic solu
tion." 

He added that FCC is catching up on backlog, is 
now opening mail faster than it's coming in. None
theless, he acknowledged situation will remain prob
lem into near future, that increasing number of un
licensed operators will add to already congested situa
tion on cramped 23-channel Class D band. Bureau 
will hand recommendations on Class D expansion to 
full Commission in mid-Jan., probably will ask for 
increase to 50 channels with mix of SSB & AM chan
nels similar to current allocation. 
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